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To the right Ho- 
nourable and vertu- 


ous Lady, the Lady Lacie 
_ Countelle of Bedfurd. 


He death of the righteous, 
| that 15,of enery beleexing & 
repentat (inner us a moſt ex- 
cellent bleſſing of God," and 
brings with it many worthy benc- 
fits : which thing { prooge on this 
mamer, I. God both inthe begin 
ning and mm the continuance of his 
race, doth greater things unto his 
ſernants, thenthey doe commonly © 
aike or thinke,and becauſe he hath 
promiſedayd & ſtrength unto the, 
therefore 1n wonderfull wiſedone 
hee caſteth up them this heame 
burdenof acath, that they might 
make experience what 1 the ex- 
ceeding might and power of hts 
A 2 gracy 


The Epiltle. 
grace tn their weaknes. I I. Inage- 
ment beginnes at Goas horſe : ind 

the righteozs are laden with afftt- 

Eons and temptations in this life, 

C therfore ta this world they hane 

their deaths and hells , that 

indeath they might not fecle the 

rormzents of hell and death. IT 1l. 

When Lizaru was dead, Chriſt 

ſaid: He is not dead but ſleepeth : 
hence it followeth that the Chriſti- 

an man can ſay, My grane is my 

bed,my death us my ſleepe : in death 

[dre not, but onely fleepe. It is 

thought that of all terrible things 
death is moſt terrible : bat it is 
fal;etothem that bein (hriſt, to 
whome many things happen farre 

mere heaute and bitter then death, 
IV. Deathar the firſt brought 
forth ſimn?, but death in the righ- 
teons by meanesof Chriſts death, 

abcliſheth ſme, becauſe it is the 

accompliſment of mort:fication. 

"ao 


+ T he Epiitle. 
And death is [o farre from des 
ftrojing ſuch as are in Chriſt, that 
therecan be no better refuge fat 
th:m againſt death : for preſently 
after the death of the body, fol- 
{owes the perfett freedome of the 
trit, and th: reſurrection of the 
bodie,V. Laſily,drath is a means 
of a Chriſtian mans perfettion, as. 
Chr:jt tn his owne example ſhew- 
eth,/ayiar, Behold T will caſt 
out diuels,and will healeſtill to 
day and to morrow, and the 
third I will be perfected, Now 
th:s perfeltion tn the members of 
C hriſt, s nothing elle but the bleſ= 
frag of God,” the author of peace, 
ſanlifying them throughout, that 
th:tr wile fbirits,and (cules, and 
bodies, may br preſerned without 
blame tothe comming of our Lord 
T:jus Chriſt, 
Now - hauins often this con- 
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TheEpiſtle. 
fiaered with my ſelfe of the extel.- 
lencie of death, Ithought good to 
araw the (umme and chiefe heads 
thereof into this [mall treatiſe : the 
proteCtton and conſideration where- 
of, 1 commend to your Ladiſoip,dc- 

firing youto accept of it and read 
it at your leiſure. If T bee blamed 

for Writing wnto you of death, 
whereas bythe comrſeof nature, 
you are uot yet neere death; Salo- 
mon wil excuſeme,who ſaith that 
wee muſt remember our Creatour 

5; the dates of our youth. Thus ho- 

ping of your H,good acceptance, 1 

pray God tobleſſe thi my litle la- 
bour to your comfort and ſaluati- 

on.ZSeptemb.7. 1595. 


Your H.inthe Lord, 
W. Perkins. 
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Eecleſiaſtes 7.3. 
The aay of death is betterthen 


the day that one ts borne, 


zz) Helewords area 
b; i 1) rule or precept, 
£23þ T ?#2|aid down by S4- 
YOM bh lomon for weigh- 
A RW tie cauſes. For in 
SL EEE heChapters go- 
ing before, heſets forth the va- 
nity of all creatures vnder hea- 
uen ; & thatat large in the very 
particulars. Nowmen hereupon 
might take occalion of diſcon- 
ceatment in reſpe& of their &« 
ſtate in this life: therefore Salo- 
219 1n great wildome here takes 
anew courſe, .& in this chapter 
begins to lay downe certaine 
rules of dire&ion and comfort, 
that men might haue ſomwhat 
wherewith to arme themſelues 
againſtthetroubles and the mi- 
1A 4 ſcries 
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ſeriesof this life. The firſt rule is 


in this third-ver(e,- that a good 
name #5 better then a pretions oint- 
Ment : that is,a name gotten and 
maintained by goely conuerſa- 
tio,isa ſpeciall bleſſing of God, 
which in theamiddelſt of the ya» 
nities of this life, miniſtreth 
greater matter of reioicing and 
cofort to the heart of man,then 
the molt pretious ointment can 
doetothe outward ſenſes. Now 
ſome man hauing heard this 
firſt rule concerning good 
name, might obie& & ſay, that 
renowne & good report in this 
Tife > nah, {lender comfort : 
colidering that after it,followes 
death, which is the miſerable 
end of all men.But this obiei- 
on the Wiſe man remocueth 
by aſecond rule inthe wordes 
which T haueinhand, ſaying, 
that the day of death is better then 
| | th 
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of dying well. 
theday that = ; borne, , 

That wee maycome to the 
true & proper ſenſe of this pre- 
cept or rule, thrce pointsareto 
be coidered. Firſt whatisdeath 
here mentioned: ſecondly,how 
itcan be truly (aid,tbattheday 
of death is better then the day 
of birth:third[y,in what reſpect 
it is better. - 

For the firſt,death is a depri- 
uationof lifeas a puniſhment 
ordained of God,and-impoſed 
on man for his linne. Fir{t,I ſay, 
itisa depriuatis of life,Hecauſe 
thevery nature of death, is the 
abſence ordefeQof that life 
which Gadvouchſafed man hy 
his creation. Iaddefurther,that 
death isa puniſhment, more e- 
ſpecially to intimate thenature 
and qualitieof death; andto 
ſhewethatitwas ordained, as 
a mecanesof *the :execution of 


Gods 
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Gods iuſtice & iudgment. And 
that death is a puniſhment, Par/ 
plainely auoucheth, when he 
faith,that by one man ſine entred 
into thewurld, and death by franc. 
A:dagainegthat death is the ſti 
pend, wages, or allowance of [inne, 
Furthermore, in euery puniſh- 
mentrhere bee three workers : 
the ordainer of it,the procurer, 
and the executioner. The -or- 
dainer of this puniſhment is 
God in the eſtate of mans in- 
nocency,by a ſolemne law then 
made intheſe very words. [the 
day that thoneatcſt thereof, thors 
fealt die the death,Gen.2.17.But 
it may Healleadged to the con- 
trary,that the Lord ſaith by the 
Prophet Ezcchiel, that hee will 
not the death of a ſianer; & there- 
rorethat hee is no ordainer of 
dcath, The anſiver may eaſily 


be made, & that ſundry waies. 
Firſt, 
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of dying well. 5 
Firſt,the Lord ſpeakes not this 
to all mea,or of all men, but to 
his owne people,the Church of 
the Tewes, as appeares by the 
clauſe prefixed , Some of man Velo, 
[ay vatathe houſe of Iſrael, $A 
aine,thewords arenot ſpoken 
abfolutelu, but onelyinway of 
compariſoy, in that of the 
twaine, herather wills the con- 
uertion and repentance ofa (in- 
ner, then his death and deftru- 
ion. Thirdly,the very proper 
-meaning of the words import 
thus much,that God doth take 
no delight or pleaſure in the 
death ofa linner;,as it is therwine 
and d-ſtr::fiom of the creature. 
And yetal this hinders not but 
that God ina newe regardand 
conligeration,may both will & 
ordaine death, namely, asitis a 
due and deſerued puniſhment, 
tending tothe execution of iu- 
ſticez 


6 The right way 


{tice;zin which juſtice Godis as 
god as in his mercie. Againe,it 


may beobiected, that if death 


indeede had beenc ordained of 
God, then Adam ſhould haue 
bin deſtroied, & that preſently 
vF0 his fal. For the very words 
are thus, ?PEeſocucy thou ſalt eat 
of the forbidaca fruite, thou ſhalt 
certeuly die, Anſ, Sentencesof 
ſcripture are eitzer Lepall or 


Evangelical: the law & the goſ- 


pell becing two ſeucrall and di- 
ſtin&parts of Gods word. Now 
this former ſentence is legall & 
muſt be vnderſtovd with an ex- 


_ ception borrowed from the 


Goſpel or the couenit of grace 
made with Adam, and reuca- 
led to him after fis fall. T hecx- 
ception is tais: Thou halt cer- 
tenly die whenſocuer thou ea- 
teſt theforbidden fruite,except 
I doe further giuctheca means 


of 
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of dying well. 7 
of deliverance. from death, 
namely the ſeedeof the woman 
to bruiſethelerpents head. Se- 
condly it may beanfwered,that 
Adam and all his polteritie di- 
ed,and that preſently after his 
fall, in that his bodiewas made 
mortall, and his ſoule.became 
ſubiect to thecurſe of the law. 
And whereas God would not 
vttetly deſtroy Adam at the 
very fir{t,but onely impole on 
him che beginnings of the firſt 
and ſecond death; he didthe 
ſame ingreat wiſedome, thatin 
his juſtice he might make a way 
to mercie: which thing could 
not haue beeneif Adam had 
periſhed. | 

Theexecutioner ofthis pu- 
niſhmetis he that doth impoſe 
and.inflit the ſame on man, & 
thatalio is God himſelfe,as he 


teltifeth of himſelfe in the pro- 
phet E- 


8 The right way 

Eſai,I make peace and create enll, 
Noweeuill is of three ſorts: na- 
turall,moralj,material.Natural 
euvill, is the deltruction of that 

order, which God ſet in cuery 
creature bythe creation. Moral 
euill, is thewant of that rightc- 
ouſnetle aud vertue which the 
Jaw requires at mans hands ; & 
that is called (in, Material euill, 
is any matter or thing which in 
it ſcife is a good creature of 
God,yet ſo,as by rea(6 of mans 
fall,itis hurtful to the health & 
life of man, as henbane, wolfe- 
bane,hemlock, &all other poi- 
ſons are. Now this Aying of F- 
ſai muſt not bee vnderſtood of 
morall euils, but of fuchas are 

either materiall or naturall : to 

the latter of which, death is to 

bereferred, which is the de- 

ſtruction or aboliſhment of 

mans nature created. 
The 
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of dying well, 2 
'Theprocurer of death is man 
not God; in that man by his lin 
and diſobedience did pull vp- 
on himſelfe this puniſhment. 
Therefore the Lord in O/eah, 


O Ifracl, 07C hath acſtroyed thee, Oſe.13.6. 


but in me us thine helpe, Again t 


- this it may be obiected,that ma 


was mortall in the eſtate of in- 
nocencie before the fall. Aw. 
The frameand compoſition of 
mans body con{idered in it ſelfe 
was mortall , becauſe it was 
made of water & earth & other 
elementswhich are of che(clues 


al:erableand changeable:yet if -:... _ 


we reſpetthat grace and bleſ- 
ling which God did vouchlafe 
mans bodiein his creation, it 
was vachangeableand immor- 
tall, andſoby theſame bleſling 


ſhould haueccntinued, if man 


;had not fallen: and man by his 


'fall depriuing himſelfe of this 
gift 
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giftand bleſſing, became eu*ry 
way mortal]. | 

Thus itappeares in partwhat 
deathis:yet for the better clea- 
ring of this point,we aretocon- 
fider thedifferenceof the death 
of aman and of a bea(lt, The 
death ofa beaſt1s the total and 
finall aboliſhment ofthe whole 
creature :. for the body is reſol- 
ved to his frſtraatter, and the 
ſouleariſingofthe temperature 
of the Lodievaniſhethto no- 
thing.Butin the death ofa man 
itis otherwiſe. Forthough the 
.bodiefora time beereſolued to 
duſt, yet muſt it riſe againe in 
the lalt indgement and become 
immortall:and as for theſoule, 
it ſublifteth by irſelfe out of the 
body and is immortall. And 
this being ſo,it may be demait- 
ded how the ſoulecan die the 


ſecond death ? A». Thefoule 


© dies, 
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of dying well, 11 
dies, not becauſeitisvtterly a- 
boliſhed, but becauſe it is as 
though it were not, &it ceaſeth 
to beinreſpedt of righteouſnes 
andfellow{hip with God, And 
indeedethis is the death of all 
deaths, when the creature hath 
ſubliſting and beeing, and yet 
forall that,is depriued of al c6- 
fortable fellowſhip with God. 
Thereaſon of this difference 
is, becauſe the ſouieof man is 
a ſpiritor fpirituall ſubſtance, 
wheras the ſoule of abeaſt isno 
ſubſtance,butanaturall vigour 
or qualitie, and hath no being 
init{elfe,without the bodie on 
which it wholy dependeth. The 
ſouleofa man co:trariwiſe be- 
ing created of nothing & brea- 
thed into the bodie, and as well 
ſubiiſtins forth of it as init. 
Thekindes of death are tivo, 
as thekindesof lifeare; ba_y 
Re an 
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and (pirituall. Bodily death is 
nothing elſe but theſeparation 
of the ſoule tron; the body, as 


bodilylifeisthe conujnction of 


bodieand ſoule: and this cearh 
is called the firff, becauſeinre- 
ſpeof time itgoes before the 
ſecond.Spiritual deaths the ſe- 
paratio of thewhole man both 
in body and ſovle from the gra- 
tious fellowſhippeof God. Of 
theſetwaine the firſt is but an 
entrance todeath, and the ſe- 
cond is the accompliſhment of 
it, For as theſoule is the life 
of the body, ſo God is the life 
of the ſoule, and his ſpirit is the 
ſoule of our ſoules,and thewant 
of fellowſhip with him, brings 
nothing but the endlesand vn- 
ſpeakable horrours and pangs 
of death. 
Againe,ſpirituall death hath 
three diſtin& and ſeuerall de- 
| grecs, 


of dying well, I3 
grees. The firlt is, whena man 
thatis aliuein reſpeof tempo- 
rall life,lies deadin lin, Of this 
degree Paulſ[peakes, when hee 


ſaith, Bat ſhee that lrueth mn plea- I, 


ſare ts dead while ſheeliueth. And 
this is the caſe of all men by na- 
ture,who are children of wrath, 


Tim, 5,8. 


and dead in ſnes and treſpaſſes. EFPB=t$e, 


The ſecond degree is in theve- 
ry end of this hife,whe the body 
is laide in the earth,& the ſoule 
deſcendes tothe place of tor- 
ments. The third degree isin 


| + thedayof iudgement,when the 


body andſoule meeteagaine, 
and goe both tothe place of 
thedamned, there to bee tor- 
mented for euer and cuer. 
Having thus found the na- 

ture and differences and kindes 
of death, it is more then mani- 
feſt,;that the text inhand is tobe 
vndercſtood,not of the piri _ : 
| . burct 


/ 
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butof thebodily death:becauſe 
it is oppoed fothe birth or na- 
tiuviticofman. The words then 


 muſteary thisſenſe:the time of 
bodily death in which the body 


and (oule of man are ſeuered 
aſunder,is better then the time 
in which one is borne and 
broughtinto the world, 

Thus much of the firſt point, 
now followeth the ſecod:& that 
is, how this can be true which 
Salcmon ſaith: that the day of 
drath « better thrn the day of 
birth, ] make not this queltion 
tocall the ſcriptures into con- 
trouerlie, which are thetruth it 
ſelfe, but I doe it for this ende, 
that we might without waue- 
ring bereſolucd of the truthof 
this which Salcmon auoucheth. 
For there may be ſundrie rea- 
{ons brovghtto the contrarie. 
Therforeletvs now hadlethe 
queſtion:thercaſons,or obieti- 
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of dying well, 15 
ons which may be alleadged to 
thecontrarie, may all bee redu- 
ced to lixe heads,. The fit(t is 
taken from the opinion of wiſe 
men,who think itthebeſt thing 
of all,neuer to bee borne, & the 
next beſt to die quickly.Now if 
itbe thebelt thing in thewarld 
not to bee borne at all,then.it is 


' theworlt thing that :an bee to 


dieaftera man is borne. Auſw. 
Therebetwoſuorts of men; one 
that live and die in their linnes 
without repentancezthe other, 
which vafainedly repent & be- 
lecuein Chriſt. Now this ſen- 
tence maybe truly auouched of 
the firſt: of whome wee may lay 
as Chrilt (aid of [:d.i, It had bin 
o0od for him that he had n:ner bin 

2rn2, Put the ſaying applied to 
the (ecand (ort of ments falſe. 
For to them that in this life 
turne to God by —— 
the 


16 The right way 
the belt thing of all isto bee 
borne: mans their _ iSa 
degreeof preparation to happi- 

| Ks a ho ext beltis 5. 
quickly: becauſe by death they 
enter into polleſſis of the ſame 
their happinelle. For this cauſe 
Balaamdelired to dic the death 
of the righteous: and Salomon 
in this place prefers the day of 
death before the. day of birth, 
vnderſtiding that death which 
is ioyned with godly life, or the 
death of the righteous. 

T heſecond obiection is ta- 
ken from the teſtimonies of 
Scripture, Death is ths wages of 

ſmne,Rom.,6.23.itisan« nemy of 
C briſt,1,Cor.15.and the curſe of 
thelawe Hence it ſecmes to fol- 
lowethat in and by death, men 
receiue their wages & paiment 
for their linnes: that the day of 
death is the dolefujl day in 
which 


of dying well. 17 
which the enemie preuailes a- 
gainſt vs: that hewhich dieth is 
curſed, Anſw. We mult diltin- 
guith of death: it muſt be con(i- 
dered two waies'; fir{t, as it is by 
it(elfe in his own nature:ſecod- 
ly,asftis altered & changed by 
Chriſt. Now death by it (elfe 
conlider ed, is indeed the wages 
of {inne,an enemie of Chriſt,8 
of all his members, & the curſe 
of the law, yea thevery ſuburbs 
and the gates of hell: yetin the 
ſecond reſpeR,itis notſo. For 
by thevertueof the death of 
Chriſt, it ceaſeth to be a plague 
or puniſhment,and ofa curſe it 
is made a. blefling, andis be- 
comevnto vsa paſſage or mid- 
dle-way betweene this life and 
eternall life,and as it werea litle 
wicket or doorewhereby wee 
paſle outof this world and en- 
ter into heauen, Andin this re- 
= Bs ſpe&t 
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ſpe thefaying of. Salomon is 
molt true.. For in:'the.day of 
birth,menarthorne& brought 
forth inta.thevaleof milery,but 

afterward when they goe hence 
hauing death altered vnto the 
by the death of Chriſt;they en- 
ter into eternall ioy andhappi- 
neſſe with al the Saints of God 
for euer, 

Thethird obieQion is taken 
from the exiples of molt wor- 
thie men, who haue made their 
prayers againſt death. As our 
Saviour Chriſt, who praied on 
this manner, Father if it bee thy 
will let this cup paſſe from mee, yet 
not my wall, þut thy will bee done, 
And Dauid praied, Retwrne, O 
Lora d lier my {oule, ſaue me for 
thy mercies ſake:for in death there 

# # m0 rem mbrance of thee : 1m the 
2 A raue who ſiallpraiſe thee? And 

b F1a.g3-40, Yaeckiaba hen the Prophet E- 
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of dying well. I9 
ſaybade hin his houſe in or- 
der, and told him thathe muſt 
die, wept ſore, & thatin reſpect 
of death.Now by the examples 
of theſe molt worthy men, yea 
by the example of theſonne of 
God himſelf,ir may ſeeme that 
the dayof death isthe molt ter- 
rible & doleful day of all. 4». 
Whe our Sauiour Chrill prai- . 
ed thus to his father, he was in 
his agonie, and he then asour 
{ Redeemer ſtood in our roome 
and (ſtead, to ſuffer all things 
thatwe ſhould haue ſuffered in 
our own perfons for our linnes: 
and therefore hee praied not 
ſimply agaiſt death,but againſt 
\ | the curſed death of the croſle, 
Fand hefeared not.death itſelfe, 
which is the ſeparation of body 
and foule, butthe curſe of the 
hwe which wentwith death; 
namely, the vnfpeakable wrath 
I B and 
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and indignation of God, The* 


firlt death troubled himnor, 
but the brit and ſecond ioyned 
togither, Touching Dauid,whe 
he made thelixt Plalme,hewas 
not onely {icke in body, but al- 
ſo perplexed with the greatelt 
temptation of all, in that hee 
wreſtled in conſcience with the 
wrath of God, as appeares by 
the words of thetext,wherehee 
faith, Lord, rebuke me not mthy 
wrath, And by this we ſee that 
hee praiednot (imply againſt 
death,but againſt deathat that 
inſtant whe he was in that grie- 
uous temptation ; forat other 
times hee had notuch feare of 
death,as hee himfelfeteſtificth, 
ſaying,Thcwgh 1ſhrould walke tho- 
gorgh the valley of the ſhadowe of 


&wcath, Iwillfeare noeri!!, There- 
fore he praiedagainſt death on- 


ly as it was ioyned with the ap- 
| | he# 
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of dying well, 2:1 
reheſion of Gods wrath. Lalt- 
y, Exechiah prayed again(t 
death,not onely becaufe he de- 
fired toliue and doeſeruvice to 
Godin his kingdome,but vpon 
a further and more ſpecial] re- 
gacd;becauſc when the Prophet 
brought the mellage of death, 
hee was without iflue, and had 
none of his owne bodieto ſuc- 
ceede him in his-kingdome, It 
will be faid, what warrant had 
Ezechial to pray again(t death 
for this-cauſe? Au/;, His warrant- 


was good; for God had made a iKin$.ig:z 1 


Sr——_ promiſe to Damnid & 
is poltericieafter him, that ſo 
long as they feared God,& wak 
ked'in his commande:nets,they 


ſhould notwant itJue co litvp- 


on thethrone of the kingdome 
after them, Now Ezechiah at 
therimeof the Prophets met- 
ſage, remembring what. pro- 
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22 The right way 
miſe God had made, and how 
he for his part had keptthe c6- 
dition thereof, in thathee had 
walked before God with an vp- 
right heart, and had done that 
which was acceptable in his 
ſight; hee praied againſt death, 
not ſo much becauſe hee feared 
the danger of it, but becauſe he 
wanted illue. This praier God 
accepted and heard, and he ad- 
ded fifteene yeares vnto his 
daies, & two yeares after gaue 
him Mazaſſes, | 

_ Thefourth obieRion is,that 
thoſe which haue been reputed 
to beof the better ſort of men, 


 oftetimes have miſerable ends: 


for ſome end theirdaies deſpat- 
ring, fome rauing and blaſphe- 


. 


ming,ſome ſtraungelytormen- | 


ted:it may ſeeme therefore that 


the day of death is theday of | 


greateſt woe & milerie, To this 


F 
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of aymp well. 23 
T anſwer: firſt of all generally, 
that we muſt not iudge of the e-. 
ſtateof any man before God by 
outward things, whether they 
be bleſſings or' iudgements, 
whether they falin lifeor death. 


1 For ( as Salomun ſaith) all things 
Z comeliketoal': andthe ſame cbn- 


: 


1 


| ditionistotheiuſt and the wicked, 


tothe good and to the pure and to 
the polluted, and to him that ſacri- 


ficeth and tohim that ſacrificcth 


rot: as 5 the good ſors the ſraner,he 
that ſweareth, as hethat feareth 
au cath, Secondly, I anſwer the 


; particulars which be alleadged 
! onthismanner:And firſtof all 


touching diſpaire,itis true that 
not only wicked and looſe per- 
ſons deſpaire in death, but alſo 
repentant ſinners, who often- 


' times in their {ickenefle, reſtihe 


of themſelues that beeing alive 
"1h 4 and 


24 Therightway 
and lying intheir beddes, they 
feele themſclues as it were to 
be in hell,and to apprehend the 
very pangs and torments there- 
of. And I doubt not for all this, 
but that the child of God molt 
deare vntohim, may through 
the gulfe of deſperation attaine 
to everlaſting happinelle. This 
appeares by the maner of gods 
dealing in the matter of our (al- 


uation, All the workes of God 


aredonein & by their contra- 
ries. Inthecreation all things 
were made, not. of ſome thing, 
but ofnothing, cleane contrary 


tothecourſe of nature. In the. 


worke of redemption, God 


giues life not by life, bift by ' 


death:and if weconlider aright 
of Chriſt vpon the crolle, we 
ſhall ſee our paradiſe out of pa- 
radiſe in the middeſt ofhel.Eor 


eut of his owne curſed death 
doth 
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of ayingwell, 25 
docth he bring vs life and eter- 
nall happinetle. Likewiſcin ef- 
feRuall vocation, whenit plea- 
ſeth God ro convertand curne 
men vnto him, he doeth it by 
the meanes of the Gofpel prea- 
ched, which in reaſon thould 
driveall men from G94. For it 
is ascontrarie to thenatureof 
man as hire to watzr, an1 light. 
to darkneſle:and yet tor al this, 
though it deethus againſt the 
diſpolition and heart of mai, it 
reuailes with him and turnes. 
Fim to God. Furthermore,whE 
Gold will ſend his owne (er- 
uants to heauen, he ſends them 
a contrarie waie, euen by the 
gates of hell: and when it is his 
pleaſure to make men depend 
on his fauour and prouidence, 
hee makes them feele his anger 
and to bee nothing in them- 
ſelues,that they maywholly de- 
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26 Theriht way 

pend vpon, him andbeewhat- 
{oeuer theyarein him. This 
pointbeeingwellconlidered, it 
is manifeſt that thechildeof 
God may patle to heauen by 
the very gulfes of hel.Theloue 
of God islikeaſea, into which 
whena man is caſt, heeneither 
feeles bottome nor ſees bank. I 
conclude therfore that diſpaire 
whetherit ariſe of weakeneſle 
of nature, orof conſcience of 
{inne; though it fall out about 
the time of death,cannot preiu- 
dice the ſaluationof them that 
are effecually called. As for o- 
ther (traunge events which fall 
out in death,theyare the effects 
of diſeaſes. Ravings and bla(- 


phemings ariſe of the diſeaſe of 


melancholy and of frenſles, 
which often happen at the end 
of burning feuers, the choller 
ſhooting up tothe braine. The 
wri- 
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of dying well, 27 
writhing of thelippes, the tur- 
ning of the necke, thebuckling 
of the ioints and the whole bo- 
die, proceedeof crampesand 
convulſions, which followe af- 
ter much euacuatio. And wher- 
as ſome in lickneileareof that 
ſtrength,that three or foureme 
cannot hold thewithout bonds, 
it comes not of witchcraft, and 
polleſſions,as peoplecommon- 
ly thinke, but of choller in the 
veines. And wheras ſome when 
they aredead, becomeas black 
as pitch (as Boxner was) it may 
ariſe by a bruiſe, or animpo- 
{tume, or by the blackeiaun- 
diſc,or by the putrefaRis of the 
liver : &it doth notalwaies ar- 
gueſome extraordinarie iidge- 
ment of God. Nowe theſeand 
thelike difeaſeswith their ſimp- 
tomes & [trange ceffes,though 
they ſhall deprive man of his 
health, 
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28 The right way 
health,& of the rightvſeof the 
parts of hisbodie, and of the 
vſeof reaſon too: yet they can 
not depriue hisſoule of etcrnal 
life. Andall finnes,procured by 
violentdiſeaſes,and proceeding 
from repentantlinners, are ſins 
of infirmity : for which,it they 

knowthem,and come againeto 
thevſeof reaſon, they will fur- 
ther repent;itnot, they are par- 
doned and buried in the death 
of Chriſt, And we oughtnot ſo 
much toſtand vponthe (trige- 
nelle- of any mans end, when 
we know the goodnelle of his 

life: for wee muſt iudgea man 
not by his death, but by his life. 
Andif this be true,that ſtrange 
diſcaſes,and thereupon (trange 
behauiours in death,may befal 
the beſt man that is: weemuſt 
learne toreforme our iudge- 
ments of ({uch as lie at the point 
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of aying well, 29 
of death. Thecommon opinis 
is, thatifa man lie quietly and 
goeawaylikealambe(whicn in 
{ome diſeaſes,as conſuinptions 
and ſuch like,any man may do) 
tt:en he goes ſtraigln ro heaue:; 
but if the violece of the diſeale 
ſkirreyp impatience, and cauſe 
inthe partie franticke behaui- 
ours,then men vie to fay, there 
isaiudgement of God ſeruing 
either to diſcouer an hypocrite, 
or to plague a wicked man, But 
thetruth is otherwiſe; for in- 
deed ami may dielikea lamb, 
and yet goeto hell: and one dy- 
ing in exceeding torments and 
ſtrange behauiours of the body 

may go to heaut: & by the out- 
ward conditio of any migither 
in life or death, we are not to 

judge of his eſtate before God. 

The fourth obiecion is this: 


Whe a man is molt nere death, 
; then 
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30 The right way 
then the diuell is moſt bnſiein 
temptatio:& the more men are 
allaulred bySaran,the more da- 
-gerous and troubleſome istheir 
caſe. And therfore it may ſeeme 
that the day of death is the 
worlt day of all. 4y/n.Thecon- 
dition of Gods childre in earth 
is twofold. Some are not temp- 
ted;&ſomeare. Some I lay are 
not tempted, as Sim, who 
when he [rad ſeen Chrilt, brake 
forth and faide, Lord, now lertcfF 
, thouthy ſeruant depart in peace, 
CFC. nan tying no doutt, 
thathee ſhould end his daies in 
' all manerof peace. As forthem 
which are tEpted, though their 
_ -cale bee very troubleſome and 
per plexed,yct their ſaluation is 
not further off, by reaſs of the 
violence & extremity of temp- 
tation. For Godis then preſent 
by the vnſpeakable _ f 
his 
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of dymg well, 31 
his ſpirit, & I weeare molt 
weake, heis molt ſtrong invs ; 
becauſe his manner is to ſhewe 
his power in weakenes, And for 
this cauſe, euen in the time of 
death the diuell receiues the 
greatelt foyle, when he lookes 
for the greatelt vitorie. 

T helixt obiection is this. Vi- 
olent & ſudden death is agrie- 
vous curle, & of all euills which 
befal man in this life,none is ſo 
terrible:therefore it may ſeeme 
that the day of (udden death is 
molt miſerable. Aſc Itis true 
indeedethat ſudden death is a 
curſe & grieuous judgement of 
God.,and therefore notwithout 
cauſe feared of mEin the world: 
yet all things conlidered, wee 
ought moreto be afraid of an 
impenitent and euil life,then of 
ſudden death, For though it be 
euill,as death it (elfe in his own 
| nature 


32 The right way 
nature is;yet we muſt notthink 
it to be ſimply euil:becauſe tt is 
not eaill toalmen,norjn allre- 
ſpeRs evill. I ſay it is not euilIto 
a/l men, conlidering that no 
kinde of death is euillor a curſe 
vnto thein that arein Chriſt, 
who are freed from the whole 
curſe of thelaw. And therefore 


BY | r<i+3-the holy Ghoſt faith, Bleſſed arc 


they that arein the Lord: for they 
reſt from their laboars : whereby 
is lignifiedtnat they which de- 


part this life, being members of |! 
Chriſt, enter into euerlaſting |! 


happines;of what death ſo ever 
they die, yea though it be ſud- 
dendeath. AgaineT ſay, that 
ſudden death isnot evill in all 
reſpeas; for itis not euill, be- 
cauleitis ſudden, butbecaule it 
commonly takes men vnpre- 


pared,and by that means makes | 


the day of death a blacke day, 
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of dying well J3 

and asit were a very ſpeedie 
downe-fall to the gultfe of hell. 
Otherwiſe ifa man be readie & 
prepared todte,ſuddendeath is 
in effect no death, but a quicke 
_ ſpeedie entrance to eternal 
life. 

T hele obieRions being thus 
anſwered, it appeares to bee a 
manifeſt truth which Salomen 
faith, that the day of death is bet- 
ter tndeede thenthe day of birth, 
Now Icometo thethird point, 
i2 which the reafons & reſpects 
arc tobecon(idered that make 
the day of death to ſurpalle the 
day of mans birth : & they may 
al bereduced to this one,name- 
Iy, thatthe birth day is an en- 
trance intoal woe and milſcrie 
whereas the day of death ioy- 
nedwith godly and reformed 
life, is an entranceor degree to 
eternal life, VVhich I make ma- 
| nifelt 


+ RE 
* x80 


h 

v - 
= wo , 
_ "4 = - 
I q « FY CT PF oree La - « 
» tt” Ys hoy s rg 
"A. a ee wales , 
- 4% pA 


_— 


ns a. a. abee 


234 Theruhtwa 

nifeſt thus : Eternall life hath 
three degrees: onein this life, 
when a man can truely ſay that 
heeliues not, but that Chriſt 
lives in him:andthis al men can 
ſay thatrepentand belieue,and 
areiuſtified & ſanRified,& haue 
peaceofconſcience, with other 
gifts of Gods ſpirit, which are 
the earneſt of their ſaluation. 
The ſecond degree is the ende 
of this life, when the bodie goes 
tothe earth;& the ſoule is carri- 
ed by the angels into heaue: the 
third isin the end of the world 
atthe laſt iudgement,whe body 
& loulercunited,do ioyntly en- 
ter intoeternal happines in hea 
ueE.Now of theſethree degrees, 
death itſelfe being ioyned with 
the feare of God,is the ſecond : 
which alſo containeth in it two 
worthie (teps tolife, The firſt, 
is afreedome from all miſeries 
which 


which haue their ende in death. 
For though men in this life are 
ſubie& to manifold dangers by 
| ſeaandlandasalloto ſundry a- 
| ches,paines,aad diſeaſes, as fea- 


|} uers,and conſumptions,&c.yet 


\ whendcathcomes there isan 
end ofal.Again,ſo long as men 
livein this world, whatſoeuer 
they be, they doe in ſome part 

| lie in bondagevnder originall 
corruption andthe remnants 

| thereof,which are doubtings of 

' Gods prouidence, vnbeliefe, 
pride of heart,ignorance, coue- 
touſnes,ambition,enuy,hatred, 
luſt,and ſuch like (innes, which 
bring forth fruits vnto death. 


|: And to bee in ſubiecion to lin 


! on this manner,isa miſery of al 


| was tempted vnto {inne by his 
| corruptio,cals the very teptati- 


7 . 
; on the buffets of Satan,and as it 
were 
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were a Pricke or thorne woun-= 
ding his fleſh, and paining him 
at the very heart. Againe,in an 
other place wearied with his 
owne corruptions, he coplaines 
that he is ſold vnder linne, and 
he cries out,o m/erable man that 
Tam, who ſhall deliner me from 
this body of death ? Damnid faith, 
that his eies guſhedout with ri- 
uers of teares when other men 
{ſinned againft God: how much 
more then was he grieued for 
the ſinnes wherewith he him- 
ſelfe was overtaken inthis life? 
Andindeede it isa very hell for 


a man that hath but a ſparke of | 


grace,to be exerciſed, turmoy- 
led, and tempted wich the in- 
borne corruptions and rebelli- 


- ons of hisowne heart: and ifa 


man would deuiſe a torment for 
ſuch as feare God and delire to 
walke in newnes of life, hecan 


not | 


| 
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not deuiſea greater then this, 
For this cauſe bletled is the day 
of death which brings with it a 


| freedome from all {inne what- 
| ſocuer, For when wedie, the 
| corruption of nature is quite a- 


boliſhed,;&ſanAification is ac- 


compliſhed. Laltly,itis agreat 
- milerie thatthe people of God 


are conſtrained in this world to 


- live &conuerſe in the compa- 
' nieofthe wicked ;as ſheepe are 
: mingled with goats which ſtrike 


them,annoy their paſture; and 


muddie their water, Hereupon 
| Damidcried out, Woe 1 me that 
| Iremaine in Meſhech, ' aud dwell 
* inthe tents of Kedar.\When Elias 1,Kin.1g, 4+ 
| ſaw that Ahab and Iefabel had 
' planted idolatriein Iſrael, and 
; that they ſought his life al(o,he 
} wentapart intothe wilderneſle 
and delired todie, But this mi- 
4 {ery alſo1s ended in the day of 


death, 


Pſal.120, 5, | 
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12% and ſingle out thoſe that be the 
i. ſeruants of God from all vn- 
godly men in this molt wretch- 
!. ed world. 
12/3 Furthermore,this exceeding 
Fl benefite comesby death,that it 
FS doth not only aboliſh the miſe- 
| ries which preſently are vpo vs, 
| | but alſopreuet thoſe which are 
a Ila, 57.1, to come, The righteows(lai th the 
Prophet Eſay)periſheth, and ns 
Fil 2an conſidereth it tn his heart, and 
" bas mercifull men are taken away, and 
it 0 man vnderſtandeth that the 
righteous ts taken away fromthe &- 
a:llto come. Example of this we 
Fo, haue in 7oſias.Becarnſe( faith the 
I; Lord ).ahine heart did melt, and 
thou haſt humbled thy ſelfe before 
the Lord, when thou heardeſ# 
what I ſpake againſt this place,@c. 
beholdetherefore [will gather thee 
to 


2,Kin,,,,20 


death,in as much as death is as” 
it werethe hand of God to ſort” 
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to thy fathers, and thou foalt be 

pat inthy graxe in peace,and thine 

| eyes ſhall not ſee allthe ewill which 

| Iwillbring vpon this place, And 

Paul (aith,that among the Co- 

| rinthians ſome were aſleepe, that , Cox iz,23. 
' is, dead that they mught mot bee 

condemned with the world. 

Thus much of freedome 
from miſerie, which is the far(t 
benefit that comes by death, & 
the firſt (teppe tolife: now fol- 
lowes the ſecond, which is, that 
death giuesanentrance to the 
ſoule,thatit may comeinto the 
preſenceof the euerliuingGod, 
of Chriſt, and of all the An- 
gelsand Saints in heauen. The 
warthinelle of this benefite 
makes the death - of : therigh- 

 teousto-bee no death, . but ra- 
* therableſlingtobeewiſhed of 
 allmen. Theconlideration of 
this made Parto lay, 1 deſireto Philiz. 
q -:: c 
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be diſſolued:but what isthe cauſe 
of this deſire? that followes in 
the next words,namely that by 
his dillolution he might come to 
be with Chriſt Whethe Queene 
of Sheba (aw all Satomons wil- 
dome, & the houſe that he had 
built,and the meat of his table, 
and theſitting of his ſeruants, & 
the order of his miniſters, and 
theirapparel,&c.lhe ſaid, Hap- 


| '3Kin, io. 8, Þ!e are thy men, happy are theſe 


thy ſjeruants which ſtand: euer be- 
fore thee and heare thy- wiſdom: : 
much morethen may wee fay, 
thartthey are ten thouſand fold 
happiewhich (ſtand not in the 

reſence oſan earthly king,but 
ies the King of kings, the 
Lord of heauen and earth ; and 
at his right hand-inioy pleaſures 
for euermore. Moſes hath bin 
renowned in al ages for this, 
that God vouchſated him _ 


| kept 
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ſo much fauour as to ſee his hin 
der partsat his requelt; 6 then, 
what happines is this toſee the 
glory and maieſtie of God face 
to face,and to haueeternall fel- 


lowſhip with God our Father, 


' Chriſtour Redeemer, and the 
' holy Ghoſt our comforter,and 
| toliwe with the bletled Saints & 
' Angels in heauenfor euer, 


Thus now the third pointis 
manifeſt, namely, in what re- 
ſpe&s death is more excellent 
thelife.It may be,here the mind 


| of mi vnfatisfedwil yet further 


reply & fay, that howloeuer in 


| deaththe ſoules of men enter 
| into heauen, yer their bodies, 


though they haue bin tenderly 

for meat,drink,& apparel; 
and hauc (lept many anightin 
beds of doune, muſt lie in dark 
& loathfomegraues,& there be 
walted & coſumed with worms. 
oo: Do Ol Aj. 
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Anſ.All this is true indeede,but | 
all is nothing : if ſo beitwewill | 
but coſider aright of our graues | 
asweought, We mult notiudge |: 


ON 
"3 % Y A 
” ns 


Fo EEovey AS Oe EO F< 0 3a __, & 
WE DU; 


— TRIES” RARE Fe nate ns ws - - 
Fg” $” 


” ; WW. ER 448, 


I) +. I c h : 
1 3 of our graues, as they appeare |: 
| uf to the bodily eye, but we muſt | 


—_— 
_ - 


C {- Tookevponthem by the eye of |? 

"= faith,and conlider themas they |. 

[3 'F arealtered and changed by the |; 

* 8} death and burial of Chriſt,who |. 
| F hau ing vanquiſhed death vpon |; 
M5 | the crolle, purſued him ow 
"81: FM ward to his owne wen, andfoy-| - 
q |& bi led him there, & deprived him| _ 
I is; Hi of his power:and by this means |! , 
+11 = 7328 Chriſtin his owne death hath | 
$1-: 8 buried our death, andby the ? ;; 
| : p_ vertue of his buriall, as with | C 
; 4* fwecteincenſe, hath ſweetened || ;, 
MY i and perfumed our graues, and | j; 
[1 |: Ifa,57., madetheof ſtinking &loath-| 
p- {1 | ſome cabbines , to become} ,.. 
ls "6 princely pallaces,and beddesof | ,,, 

= i87 molt Gyeete & happie reſt, farre 
15 __ more |! 


of dying well, 
more excellent then beddes of 
doune, 

And though the body rot in 
the graue,or be eate of worms, 
or of fiſhes in the ſea,or burnt to 
alhes, yet that will not be vnto 
vsa matter of diſcomfort, if we 
do well conſider the ground of 
all grace, namely our coniun- 
Rion with Chriſt, It is indecde 
a ſpirituall, and yet a molt recall 
coniunaion. And we mult not 
imagine that our ſoules alone 
are ioyned tothe body or ſoule 
of Chrift, but the whole perſon 
of man both in body and ſoule 
is ioyned and vniced to whole 
Chriſt. And when we-are once 
 1oyned to Chriſtin this mortall 
! lifebythe bond of the ſpirit, we 
ſhall remaine& continue etcr- 
nally ioyned with him: and this 
vnio once truly made,ſhalneuer 


be ditlolued, Henceit followes, 
| C that 
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The right way 
thatalthough the body bee (e- 
uered from the loule in death, 
yet neither body nor foule are 
ſeuered from Chrilt,but the v e- 
ry bodie rotting in the graue, 
drowned in theſea, burned to 
alkes,abides ſtill vnited tohim, 
and isas truely a member of 
Chriſt che,as before. Thispoint 
we mult remember as the toun- 
dation of all our comfort, and 
hold itfor euer as a truth. For 
looke what was the condition 
of Chriſt in death, the ſame or 
the likeis the conditis of all his 
members. Now the condition 
of Chriſt was this, though his 
bodie and foule were feuered 
each from other, as far as hea- 
uen &the graue, yet neither of 
them were feuered- from the 
godhead of the fone, but both 
did in death ſubGiſt in his perſ6. | 
And thercforethoughour _ 
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of dying well, 45 
diesand ſoules beepulled aſun- 
der bynatural or violent death, 
yet neither of them, no-not the 
body it ſelfe ſhall be ſeuered & 
distoyned from Chriſt. It wil be 
alleadged,thatifthe body were 
then vnited to Chriſt, it ſhould 
lueand bee quickened in the 
oraue. A/.Not fo:when a mans 
arme or leggeistaken with the 
dead palſy,it receiues litle or no 
hear,life, ſenſe, or motion from 
the body: and yetnotwithſtan- 
ding it remaines (till a member 
of the bodie, becauſe the tleſh 

& the bone of it remaine joy- 

ned to the fleſh and the bone of 

the body:euen lo maythe body 
remaine a member of Chriſt, 
though for ſomeſpaceof time 
it recetueneither fenſe nor mo- 
tion nor lite from the ſoule or 
fromtheipirirof Chriſt. 
Furthermorewe muſt remE- 
C 2 ber 
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46 The right way 
ber that by thevertue of this co 
iuncion,(hal the dead body, be 
it rotten, buried, deuoured, or 
howſoeuer columed, at the day 
of iudgment riſe to cternall glo- 
ry.In the winter (caſon trees re- 
maine without fruite or leaues, 
and being beaten with winde & 
weather appeare tothe cieas if 
they were rotten trees;yctwhen 
the ſpring-timecomes againc, 
they bring forth as before,buds 
an blotlomes,leaues and fruit: 
thereaſon is becaule the bodie, 
oraines, & armes of the tree are 
al ioyned to the root,where lies 
the ſapin the winter ſealon,and 
whence by means of this coniu- 
Aion itis derived to al the parts 
of the treeintheſpring-time:E- 
uen ſo the bodies of men have 
their winter alſo, in which they 
are turned to dult,& (o remaine 
for the ſpace of many thouſand 
yeares, 
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of dying well, 47 
yeares, yet in the day of iudge- 
ment by means of that miſtical 
coniunction with Chriſt, ſhall 
diuine and quickening vertue 
ſtreame thence to al the bodies 
of the ele&tocaule the toliue 
againe,and that to life eternall. 
But ſome will ſay, that the wic- 
ked alſo riſe again. A»/,Theydo 
ſo indeede, but not by the ſame 
cauſe,for they riſe by the power 
of Chriſt as he isa judge to c6- 
demn thE:wherasthe godly rife 
againeby the vertue of Chritts 
reſurrection, whereof they are 
partakers by meanes of that 
bletied and indifloluble coniu- 
dion which they have with 
Chriſt. And the bodies of the e- 
let though they coſlume neuer 
ſo muchin the graue, yet are 
they (tillin Gods fayour andin 
the couenat of grace: to which, 
becauſe they haue right beeing 
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48 The right way 
dead they ſhall notremaine ſo 
for euer, but ſhal riſe to glory at 
the laſtiudgement. Therefore 
the rotting of the bodie is no- 
thing inre(peR, andrhedeath 
of the bodynodeath. And ther- 
forealſo death intheold & new 
teltament is made buta fleep,8& 
the graue a bed,wherofthelike 
was never ſeene;wherein a man 
may relſt,nothing at altroubled 
with dreames or fantalies, and 
whence hee ſhall riſeno more 
{ubie&to weakenes or lickenes, 
but preſently betranſlated to e- 
ternal glory. By this the which 
hath beene ſaid,it appearesthat 
the death of the righteous is a 
ſecond degrec to cuerlaſting 
happinelle. 

Now then con{tdering our 
coniunction with Chriſt is the 


foundation of all our ioy & c6- | 


fortinlite and death, wee are in 
the 
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the feare of God to learne this 
one lei[6,namely,that while we 
haue ciinein this world,we muſt 
labour to be vnited vnto Chrilt 
thatwe maybe bone of his bone 
and fleth of his fleih. This very 
pointisas it were a flaggon of 
wine to reuiueour ſoul2s when 
they be in a ſwowne at any in- 
ſtant. And thatwe may be allu- 
red that we arecertainlyioyned 
to Chriſt, we mult ſhew our 

ſelues to be members of his mi- 
{ticall body by the daily fruites 

ot righteoulnes and true repen- 

tance. And being once certain- 
ly aflured in conſcience of our 
beeing in Chriſt,letdearh come 
when itwil,& letit cruelly part 
alunder both body & foule, yet 
ſhall they both remaine in the 
couznantzand by meanes there- 
of be reunited and taken vp to 
lifeeternall. Whereas on the 
C 4 COLtrA- 
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trary,if men be out of the coue- 
nant and die out of Chriſt;their 
ſoules goe tonell, and their bo- 
dies rot for atime in the graue, 
but afterward they riſe to end- 
fefle perdition. Wherefore I (ay 
againe and againe, labour that 
your conſciences by the holy 
gholt may teſtifie that ye are li- 


ving ſtones in the temple of 


God,& branches bearing truite 
in the true vine:& then ye ſhall 
feele by experience, that the 
pangs of death ſhall be a fur- 
ther degreeof happinetlethen 
euer ye found in yourliues, e- 
uen then when ye are gaſping 
and panting for breath. 

Thus much of the meaning 
of the text, now followes the 
vſes, & they are manifold. The 
firſt & principall isthis: In that 
Salomon preferres the day of 
death before theday of birth; 
he 
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of dying well, 51 
hedoth therein giue vs to vn- 
derlland,that there is a dire & 
ccrtain way wherby aman may 
die well; and ifit had beene 0- 
therwiſe,he could not haue ſaid 
that the day of death 15 better, 
And wheras he auoucheth this, 
he ſhewes withal that thereis an 
infallible way whereby a man 
may makea bleſied end. There- 
forelet vs now come to (earch 
out this way ; the knowledge 
and true vnder(tanding wheroft 
muſt not be fetched from the 
writings of men, but from the 
word of God, who hath the 
power of life and death in his 
owne hand. 

Now that a man may die well, 
Gods word requires 2. things: 
a preparation beforedeath,and 
aright behauiourand difpoliti- 
on indeath. 

The preparation vnto death, 
is 
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52 The right way 
is an ation of a repentant {1n- 
ner, whereby he makes himſelf 
fit and ready todie, anditis a 
dutie very neceſlary, to which 
we are bound by Godscomma- 
dement. For there bee ſundrie 
places of Scripturewhich doe 
{traightly inioyn vs to watch & 
pray,& to make cur ſelues rea- 
die euery way againlt the ſecod 
comming of Chriſt to1wdge- 
ment.Now the ſame places doe 
withall bind vs to make prepa- 
ration againſt death, atwhich 
time God comes to judgement 
vnt vs particularly, Againe , 
lookas death leaueth'a man, (o 
ſhall the laſt iudgement finde 
hin,and ſo ſhall hee abide eter- 
nalty:there may beechanges & 
conuerlionsfrom euill to good 
in this life, but after death there 
is nochangeatall. Therefore a 
preparation to death can in no 
wiſe 
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of dying well, 53 
wiſe be omitted of him that de- 
ſires to make an happie& bleſ(- 
ſed end. 
This preparationis twofold: 
general[l,& particular.Generall 
preparationis that whereby a 
man prepareshimſelfe to die 
through thewhole courſe of his 
life. A duty moſt needefull that 
mult in no wiſebe omitted; The 
reaſons are theſe: Firſt of all 
death which iscertaineis moſt 
vicertaine. I ſay it is certain,be- 
cauleno mancan eſchewdeath. 
Andit is vncerten 3.waies:firſt, 
inregard of time: forno man 
knoweth when hee ſhall die:ſe- 
condly,in regard of place: for 
no man knowes where he ſhall 
die, whether in his bedde or in 
the field, whether by ſea or by 
land: thirdly,in reſpe&of the 
kind of death;for go ma knows 
whether he ſhal dy ofalingring 
Or 
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54 The right way 
or ſudden, of aviolentor natu- 
rall death. Hence it follows,that 
men ſhould euery day prepare 
them(ſelues to death, Indeede if 
weecould know when, where, 
and how we ſhould die, the caſe 
wereotherwile, but ſecing wee 
know none of theſc:it ſtands vs 
in hand tolookeaboutvs. A ſe- 
cond reaſon ſeruing further to 
perſwadevs, is this: The moſt 
daungerousthing of all in this 


world is,tonegleQall prepara- 


tion. To make this = ntmore 
manife(t, I will yſe this compa- 


_ riſon: Acertaigg man pmfued . 


by an Vnicorne, in hjs flight 


fals into a dungeon,& 1n his fall | 


eakes hold and hangs by the 
arme ofa tree : now a3 hee thus 
hangs looking downeward, he 
ſees two wormes gnawing atthe 
root of thetree,and as helooks 


 vpward he ſees an hiueof molt 
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of dying well. 55 
ſweet hony,wherups heclimes 
vp vnto it, and litting by it he 
feeds theron. In the meaneſea- 
ſon while heis thus litting, the 
two wormes gnaw in piecesthe 
root of the tree:which don;tree 
and man &all fal intothe bot- 
tomeof the dungeon. Now this 
Vnicorn is death: the man that 
fliethis euery one of ve, and e- 
ucry liuing man: the pit ouer 
which he hangeth, is hell : the 
arme of the treeis lifeit ſelf; the 
two wormes are day and night, 
the continuance whereof is the 
wholelife of man : the hive of 
honieis the pleaſures, and pro- 
fits,and honours of this world, 
to-which when men wholly giue 
theſelues not conſidering their 
ends,rilthe tree root,thatis,this 
temporalllifebecut off: which 
becing once done, they plunge 
thelclues quite into thegulfe of 
hell. By 
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6s The right way 
By thisweſee,that there is good 
cauſe that men ſhould not ce- 
fercetheir preparation till the 
time of licknes, but rather eue - 
ry day make tlhiewſelues readie 
againſt the day of death. But 
ſome will (ay, it ſhallſufticeif I 
panes my ſelfe to pray when 
begin tobe licke, Aw. Theſe 
men grcatly deceiue the(elues ; 
forthe time the is moſt vnfitto 
begin a preparation,becauſe all 
the ſenſes & powers of the bo- 
dyareoccupied about the pains 
and troubles of the diſeaſe: and 
the licke partyis excrciſed part- 
Iy in a th the Phy{t- 
tian,partly with the miniſter a- 
bout his (oules health and mat- 
ters of conſcience, and partly 
with friends that come to vilit, 
Therfore there mult ſomepre- 
paration goe before in thetime 
of health, when the whole m ” 
wit 
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with all che powers of body and: 
ſouleareatliberty. Again,there 
be ſome others which imagine 
and ſay,that a man may repent 
when he wil;euen in thetimeof 
death:and that ſuch repentance 
is ſuriciet, 4c It is falſe which 
they ſay; for itis notin the 
owerof man torepeEt when he 
himſelfe will; when God will,he 
may.It isnot in him thatwilleth 
or runneth, butin God that 
hath mercy. And Chriſt faith 
that many (hal ſeek to enter in- 
to heauen, and ſhalnot beable, 
But why ſo? becaule they feeke 
when itis too late,namly, when 
therime of grace is pa(t.There- 
fore it is exceeding follie for 
men ſo much as once to dream 
that they may haue repentance 
at comand:nay it isaiuſtiudge- 
ment that they ſhould becon- 


demned of God in death, that 
did 
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did c6demne God in their life: 
and that they ſhould quite be 


_ forgotten of God in ſicknelle, 
- and did forget God in their 


health. Again Tanſer,that this 
late repetanceisſ{eldome or ne- 
uer true repentance, It is licke 
like theparty himſelfe,comon- 
ly languiſhing and dying to- 


gether with him, Repentance - 


ſhould be voluntary/as all obe- 
dience to God ought)but repe- 
tancetaken vpin {tcknes,is v{u- 
ally conſtrained & extorted by 
the feare ofhell,& other iudge- 
ments of God:for crolles, af 
&ions,and licknes wil cauſe the 
grolleſkhypocrite that ever was 
to ſtoopeand buckle vnder the 
hand of God, and to dillemble 
faith and repentance and euery 
grace of God.as though he had 
them as fully as any of the true 
ſeruants of Gad:wheras —_— 
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of dying well. 59 
he wants the altogether, Wher- 
fore ſuch repentance commone- 
ly is but counterfeit. For intrue 
& ſound repentance men mult 
forſake their linnes ; but in this 
the (inne forſakes the manzwho 
leaues all his euill waies onely 
vpon this that he isconſtrained 
to leaue the world. Wherefore 
itisa thing greatly to be wiſh 
ed, that men would repent & 
preparethemſeluestodieinthe 
time of health before the dayof 
death or {icknelle come.Laſtly, 
itisalleadged that one of the 
theeues repented . vpon the 
crolle. 4n'. The thief: was cal- 
led after the eleuenth houre at 
the point of the twelfth, when 
he was now dying and drawing 
on: Therefore his conuerlion 
was altogether miraculous and 
extraordinarie: and there was a 
ſpcciall reals why Chriltwould 
haue 
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hauehim to becalled then,that 
while he was in ſuffering he 
might ſhew forth the vertue of 
His paſlion; that all which ſaw 
the one, might alſo acknow- 
ledgethe other. Now it isnot 
good for men to make an ordi- 
narierule of an extraordinaric 
example. 

Thus then this point beeing 
manifeſt,chat a generall prepa- 
ration mult be made,let vs now 
ſeein what manner it-mult be 
.done. And for the right doing 
of it,fhue auties mult be practi- 
ſed in the courſe of our lives, 
Thefbrſt is the meditation of 
death in the life time,for the life 
of.a Chriſtian is nothing els but 
atveditatis of aeath.A notable 
practiſe hereof we haue in the 
example of o/eph of Arima- 
th:a,who made his tombe in his 
life time in the middeſt of his 
SV: 


- n 


I Urs AAA +. -- FJ 2 


' 
C.-L EA Ls on AI nt "OE Fn Eno 


_ © Ma eos aca. oc aL 


BO O= 


of dying well, G1 
garden: no doubt for this ence, 
to puthimlelfin mindof deach 
anJthatin the mid(t of his de- 
light and pleaſures. Hearhen 
Philoſophers that never knew 
Chrilt,bad manyexcellent me- 
ditations of death, though not 
comfortable in regard of life e- 
uerlalting. Now weethat haue 
knowne and beleeued inChriſt, 
mult goe Heyond them in this 
point, conlidering with our 
ſeluesſuch chings as they never 
thought of,namely,the cauſe of 
death, our {linne: the remedie 
thereof, the curſed death of 
Chriſt, curſedTfay in regard of 
the kinde of death and puniſh- 
ment laidvpon him,but bletſed 
in regard of vs. Thirdly,wemult 
often meditate of the preſence 
of death,which wee doe, when 
by Gods grace we make an ac- 
count of cuery preſent day as if 
it 
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itwere the day of ofjr death, & 
reckon with our ſelues when we 
goeto bedas though we ſhould 
neuer riſe againe; and when we 
riſc,as though weeſhould neuer 
lie downe againe. 

T his meditation of death is of | 
ſpeciallvſe, and brings forth | 
i y fruits inthe life of man, 
And firlt of al,it ſerues to hum- 
blevs vnderthe hand of God. | 

h Example wehauec of Abraham, (. 
> | Gena, 27: Who ſaid, Behcld, 1 hane begume 
now to fbeake to my Lord, —_ [am | 
but duſt and aſhes, Marke here, || } 
how the conlideration of his 
mortality made him to abaſe & | 
calt downehimſelfe in the ſight | } 

£ 
t 


TS. 


of God: andthusif wecould | 

reckon of euerydayasof the 
laſt day, it would pulldown our 
peacocks feathers,and makevs || ti 
with 7ob to abhorre our ſelues || r 
in duſt and aſhes. j 
Secondly, 
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of dying well, G3 
Secondly, this meditation is 
a meanes to furtker repentance, 
When Jonas came to Niniuie & 
cried,Yet fourty dates and Ninue 
ſaall bee deſtroyed.,the whole citie 
repented in fackecloath and a- 
ſhes, When Eli. cameto Ahab 
andtolde him that the dogges 
ſhould cate Teſabel by the wall 
of Teſreel, & him alſo of Ahabs 
ſtocke that died in the citie,&c. 


itraade him to humble himſelf 


fo, as the lord faith to Elzas, Se 
eſt thou how Ahab i hambled be- 
fore me, Now if the remEbrance 
of death was of ſuch force in 
him that was but an-hypocrite, 
how excellent a meanes of 
grace will itbe in them thar 
truely repent ? 
Thirdly,this meditatio ſeems 
to ſtirrevp contentationin cue- 
ry eſtateand condition of life 
that ſhall befall vs. Ri Roms 
n lo 
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1ob in the midſt of his afflii. 
ons,comforts himſelf with this 
conlideration, Naked(laith he) 
cam forth of my mathers wombe, 
ard naked ſhall I returne againe, 
&c, bleſſed bee the name of the 
Lord. And ſurely the ofren me- 
ditation of this,that a man ofal 
his aboundancecan carrie no- 
thing with him but cither acof- 
fin or a winding ſheete or both, 
ſhould beea forcible meanes to 
reprelie thevnlatiable delire of 
riches & the loue of this world. 
Thus we ſeewhat an etfeqtu- 
all meanesthis meditation is to 
encreaſe and further the grace 
of Godin the hearts of men. 
Now I cominend this brit duty 
to your Chrithan conliderati- 
ons,deliringthe practice of it in 
your liues;which practiſethat it 
may take place, two things 
mult be performed. 1.1abour to 


plucke 
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F ow out of yourhearts a wic- 


el & erroneous imagination, 


whereby euery man naturally 


bleſſeth himſelfeand thinkes 
highly of himſelfe: and though 
he had oae foottinthe oraue 
yethe per{vades himſelfe that 
he ſhall not die yet. Thereis no 
man alinolt ſo olde but by the 
corruptis of his hart hethinks 
that he ſhall live one yearelon- 
oer.Cruell & vnmerciful death 
makes league withno man:and 
yet the Prophet £/ ſaith, that 
thewicked man makesa league 
with death: How can this bee? 
thereisnoleague made indeed, 
but onely in thewicked imagi-+ 
natio of man,whofalily thinkes 
that death will not come neere 
him,chough al theworld ſhould 
be deltroied.Seean examplein 
the parable of the rich ma,that 


hauing ſtored vp abundance of 
wealth 
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wealth for many years, ſaid vn. 


to his own ſo ule, Soule,thou haſt 
much goods laid vp for many yeres, 


Luk, 11,17. ye at caſe,cate, drinke, and take 


thy paſtime:wheras his foule was 
fetched away preſetly, And ſee. 
ing this natural corruption is in 
eucry mans hart, we muſt daily 
fight againſt it,and labour by al 
might & maine thatit take no 
place1n vs:forſo long asit ſhall 
preuaile, we ſhall be vtterly vn- 
ft to makeany preparation to 
death. We ought rather to in- 
deauour to attaine to the mind 

and meditation of S, Hicrome, 

who teſtifieth of himſelf on this 

manner, Whether I wake,cr ſleepe, 

or what/oeuer I doe, me thinkes 1 


heare the ſound of the trumpet riſe | 
yeaead and come toindgement. | 


The ſecond thing which we 


areto practiſe, that wee may |! 


come toaſcrious meditation of 
= | our 
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our owne ends,is,to make prai- 
er vnto God that we might bee 
inabled to reſolue our (elues of 

, [4 deathcontinually, Thus Daw Plak39.4, | 
ake 1 praied, Lord make me to aknowe 

Was || mineende, andthe meaſure of my 
| daies, let mee knowe how long [ | 
SN | havetoline, And Moles, Lord *53 99410. | 
' reach meto number my dates,that 

I may apply mine beart unto wiſe 
N* f dom.It maybe ſaid, What need 
all | mMeEpray to God that they may 


't- | beabletonumber their daies ? 

my can not they of tnem(ſelues rec- 
_ kon a fewe yeares and daies , 
1d |: 


thatareable by arteto-mea(lure 
"2 | theglobeof theearth, and the 
his || pheres of heauen, & the quan- 
P© |* tities of the ſtares, with their 
es 1 longitudes, latitudes, altitudes, 
uſe | motions, &diſtances from the Wh 
'_  } earth? No verily:For howeſoe- 
we } uer bya generall ſpeculation 
* | Ve thinke ſomething of our 
=. D endes, 
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ends, yet vnletle the ſpirit of 


God be our ſchoole-maſter to 
teach vs our dutie, wee ſhall ne- 
uer bee able ſoundly toreſolue 
our ſelues of the preſence and 
ſpeedinelle of death. And ther- 
forelet vs pray with Daxid and 
Moſes that God would inligh- 
tenour minds with knowledge, 
and hl our hearts with his grace 
that we might rightly confider 
of death, and eſteeme of every 
day an houreas it were the day 
and houre of death. 

T he ſeconddutie in this ge- 
nerall preparation is,that euery 
man mult daily indeauour to 
take away from his owne death 
the power and ſtrength there- 
of. And TI pray you marke this 
point. The Philiſtims ſawe by 
experience that Sampſon was of 
great ſtrength, & therfore they 
vied meanes to knowe in what 
part 
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of dying well. 69 
part of his bodie it lay : & when 
they founditto be in the haire 
of his head,they ceaſed not vn- 
tilit was cut oft. In like manner 
the time wil come whe we mult 
encouter hand to hand with ty- 
ranous and cruel death:the beſt 
therefore is, before-hand now 
while wee haue time to ſearch 


_ where the (tregth of death lies, 


which beeing once knowne, we 
mult with ſpeedcut off his Sap- 
fonslockes, and bereaue him of 
his power,diſarmehim,& make 
him altogether vnable to pre- 
uaile againſt vs. Nowto find out 
this matter,weneede not to vie 
the councel of any Dalilah; for 
wee haue the word of God 
which teacheth vs plaily where 
the ſtrength of death conſiſts, 
namly in our (ins, as Paxl ſaith, 
The ſting of death is ſime, Well 
then,we knowing certenly that 
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70 
' the power and 
mans partirulardeath lies in his 
owne linnes, muſt ſpend our 
time and (tudie. inviing good 
meanes that our linnes may be 
remoouedand pardoned. And 
therefore we mutt daily inure 
our (clues in the practiſe of two 
duties. Oneis to humble our 
felues for al our (ins paſt,partly 
coteſling the again(t our (elues, 
partly 1n prajer crying to heaue 


bt way 


The 6 


for the pardon of them. The o- 


ther is for time to come to turn 
vnto God, and to carrie a pur- 
poſe,rcſolution,& indeauour in 
all things eo reforme both hart 

& life according to gods word. 
T heſcarethe very principall & 
proper duties,wherby the paw- 
erof death is much rebated, & 
he is made of a mighty & bloo- 
dy enemie fo far forth friendly 
and tractable,that we may with 
camfort 


orce of euery , 


of dying well, 7T 
comfort incounter with him & 

reuaile too. Therefore I com- 
mend theſe duties to your chri- 
ſtian conſiderations, & carefull 
practiſe,deliring that ye would 
ſpend your daies eyer hereafter 
in doing ofthem;If a man were 
to deale with a mighty dragon 
or ſerpent hand to hand,inſuch 
wiſe as he mult cither kill or be 
killed,the belt thingwere to be- 
reaue him of his (ting,or ofthat 
part of the body where his poi- 
ſon hes: now deathit ſelfe is a 
{ſerpent,dragon, or ſcorpion, & 
{linne isthe ſting and poiſon 
whereby he wounds & kilsvs. 
Wherefore w:thout any more 
delay, ſee that ye pull out his 
ſting:the practiſeof theforzfaid 
duties is as it were a fit & wor- 
thy inſtrument to do the deed. 
Haſt thou beenea perſon igno- 
rant of Gods will , a contemner 
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of his wordand worſhip,a blaſ- 
phemer of his name, a breaker 
of his Sabbaths,diſobedient to 
parents and magiſtrates,a mur- 
derer,a fornicatour, a rayler, a 
ſlanderer,acouetous perls, &c. 
reforme theſe thy linnes and all 
other like to them,pull the our 
by the rootes from thy heart,8& 
caſt them off. So many ſinnes as 
be in thee, ſo many ſtings of 
death bealſoin thee to wound 
thy ſoule to eternal death: ther- 
fore let no one linremainefor 
which thou haſt not humbled 
thy ſelfe and repented ſerioully. 
When death hurts any man, it 
takes the weapons whereby he 
is hurt,from his owne hand. It 
cannot do vsthe leaſt hurtbut 
by the force of our owne ſins. 
WhereforelT ſay againe, and a- 
gaine, lay this point to your 

earts, & ſpend your ſtrength, 
life, 
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of dying well. 73 
life,and health,that ye may be- 
fore ye die,aboliſh the ftfength 
of death. Aman may putaler- 
pent in his #oſomewhen the 
{ting is out:& we may let death 
creepeintoour bofomes, and 


_ gripe vs with his legs, and ſtab 


vs at the heart, ſo long as he 
brings not his venime and poi- 
ſon with him. 

And becauſethe former du- 
tiesare(o necellary,asnone can 
be more,I wil vſe ſome reaſons 
yet furder to inforce the. VVhat 
ſocuer a man would doe when 
heis dying, theſamehe ought 
to doe cuery day while heis li- 
uing : now the moſtnotorious 
and wicked perſon that euer - 
was,when heis dying will pray 
and delire others to pray for 
him,& promiſe amendment of 
life,proteſting thatif he might 
liuve,hewould become a practt 
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tioner inall the good duties of 
faith, repentance, & reformati- 


on of lite, Oh thegfore be care- 
ful to do this euerpday.Again, 
theſaying is true,he thatwould 
liue when he is dead, mult die 
while he isaliue, namely, to his 
ſins. Wouldeſt thou then live 
eternallyflue to heauen for thy 
pardon, and ſcethat now in thy 
life-time thou die to thine own 
ſinnes. Laſtly, wicked Balaam 
would fainediethe death ofthe 
righteous: but alas, it was to 
ſmall purpoſe: for he would 
by no means liuethelife of the 
righteous. For hiscotinual pur- 
poſe and meaning was to fol- 
low his olde waics in forceries 
& couetouſneiſe. Now the life 
of a righteous man ſtandesin 
the humbling of himſelf for his 
ſinnes palt, andinacarefull re- 
formatis of lifetocome, Woul- 
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of dying well. 75 
deſt thou then die the death of 
therighteous? then lookevnto 
it,that thy life He the life of the 
righteous: if ye will needes liue 
: thelifeof the vnrighteous, yee 
| muſt looketodiethe death of 
| thevnrighteous.Remeber this, 
'  andcontent' not your (elues to 
hearethe word, butbe doers of 
it: for ye learnno more indeed, 
what meaſure of knowledge ſo- 
euer ye haue,then yeprafice., ” 
| The third dutie in ourgene- 
rall preparation,is in this lifeto 
| enterintothe firſt degree of life 
| eternal. For as I haueſaid,there 
| bethreedegreesof life euerla- 
| fting,andthefirſtof themisin 
| thispreſent life: for hee that 
would liue in eternall happines 
! forever, mult beginnein this 
! worldtoriſeout of the graue 
of hisowne linnes, in which by 
'naturehelies buried,andliuein 
new- 
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76 The right way 
newnelle of life, as it is (aid in 


b Ren 20,6, the Reuelation, He that nl eſ- 


cape the. ſecond death, muſt be 
mg” partaker of the firſt reſurre- 


07. And Paul ſaith tothe Co- 


loſſians, that they were in this 

life delivered from the power 

'of darkenetle, and tranſlated into 
the kinodom of (hriſt, AndChriſt 

faith to the church of the Tews, 

the kingdome of beauen is among ſt 

you,Now this firſt degree of life 
is,when a man can ſaywith Pal 

T line not, but Chriſt lines in me: 

thatis, I finde partly by the te- 

ſtimonieof my ſanAifed con- 

ſcience, and partly by experi- 

rience;that Chrilt my redeemer 

by hisſpirit guideth and gouer- 

neth my thoughts, will, aftecti- 

ons,and all che powers of bodie 

& ſoule, according to the bleſ(- 

ſed direion of his holy will. 

Now that we may bee able 

: trucly 
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of dying well, 77 
truely to ſay this,we muſt haue 
three gifts and graces of God, 
wherein eſpecially this firſt de- 
greeofliteconliſts, The firſt is 
ſauiaz knonledge, whereby wee 
do truly refolue our (elues that 
God thefather of Chriſt is our 
father, Chriſt his ſonne our re- 
deemer, & the holy Ghoſt our 
coforter. That this knowledge 
is one part of life eternall,itap- lob. 1g. 
peares by the ſaying of Chrilt 
in Tohn. Th z« life eternall,that 
is, the beginningand entrance 
to life eteruall, 70 knowe thee the 
onely God and whomethou haſt Phil.2, 
ſent leſs Chriſt, The ſecoud 
grace, is peace of conſcience 
which oak alvnderſtanding: 
and therefore Pax! ſaith;that 
the kingdome of heauen is 
righteouſneſſe, peace of conſcience, 
and toy in the holy Ghoſt. The Rom 4. 
horrour of a guiltie conſcience 
15 
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78 The right way 
is the beginning of death & de- 
ſtruction: therefore peace of 
conlciece deriuey fro the death 
of Chriſt,islife and happineſle. 
The third is the regirzet of the 
ſpirit, whereby the heart and 
lifeof mi is ordered according 
tothe wordof God. For Par 
faith,thar they thatarethe chil- 
dren of God are /:d by the ſpirit 
ef Chriſt, Now ſeeing this is fo, 
that if we would ltue eternally, 
we mult beginto liue that bleſ- 
ſed and eternall life beforewee 
dic; herewe mult becarcfull to 
reforme two common errours, 
T he firſt is, that a mi enters in- 
to cternall lifewhen hedies and 
not before;which is a flatte vn- 
trueth.Our Sauiour Chriſt faid 
to Zacheus,T his day is [abration 
come to thy nouſe:gi uingvs tovn 
derſtand,thata man the begins 
to beſaued,when God doth ef- 
teually 
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of dying well. 79 
feually call him by the mini- 
ſtery of his Goſpel. VWVholoe- 


uer then willbe ſaued when he 


/ isdying & dead, mult beginto 
beſaued while he is now living. 


His faluation mult beginne in 
this life,that would come to fal- 


uation after this lite:YVerily,veri- Ioh 5.24. 


ty, ſaith Chriſt, he that heareth 
my word, and beleeueth ia him 
that ſent me, hath eternall life, 
namely,in thispreſent life, The 
ſecond error is, that howſoeuer 
aman liue, if when he is dying 
hecanlift vp. his his eies, & ſay, 
Lord haue mercie vpon me, Neis 
certainely faued. Behold avery 
fond & fooliſh conceit, that de- 
cciues many a ma. lItis al one as 
if anarrand thiefe ſhould thus 
reaſon with himſelfe, and fay, I 
_ my daiesin robbing 
and (tealing, I feareneither ar- 
raignmentnor execution. For 
aft 
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"BY at thevery time whe I am tobe 
W turned off from the ladder, if I 
iN doe but call vpon the iudge I 
know I ſhall haue my pardon. 
Behold a moſt daungerous and 
deſperatecourſe : and thevery 
meis the practiſe of careletle 
men in the matter of their ſalua 
tion, Fora man may die with 
Lord haue mercy in his mouth,& 
periſh eternally; except in this 
world he enter into the fir(t de- 
"Hel gree of eternall life, For not exce-. 
i Math,7,21 * ry one that ſaith Lord, Lord, ſhall 
Fs enter into heauen but he that doth 
the will of the father which is in 
hearen, —A 
T he fourth dutie is to exer- 
Ciſe and inure our ſelues in dy- 
' ing by little and littleſo long as 
'F: weltueherevpon po 91 Aut 
wecome to die indeede. And as 
meEthatare appointed toruna 
race,exerciſe themſelues before 
in 
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of dying well. $1 
in runfiing, that they may get 
thevidory ;ſo ſhould we begin 
to die now while weeare liuing, 
that we might dywel inthe end. 
But ſome may ſay, how ſhould 
this be done?Paul giues vs dirge, 


Aion in his own example,whe 


he ſaith, By the reioycing which [ 1,Corgry.31 


hauein Chriſt I die daily. And he 
died daily not onely becauſe he 
was often in danger of death by 
reals of his calling; but alſo be- 
cauſe inall his dangers & trou- 
bles,heeinured himſelfeto die. 
For when men doe make the 
right vſeof their affliios,whe- 
ther they be in bodie or minde 
or both, and doewith all their 
might indeauour to beare them 
patiently;humblingthemfelues 
as vnder the correction of god, 
thenthey begin to die wel. And 
to doe this indeedeis ro takean 
excellent courſe, He that would 
mor- 
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Q2 The right way 
mortifie his greateſt ſins, muſt 


| begin to do it with ſmall linnes; 


which, when they are once re- 
formed,a mi ſhalbe able more 


ealily to overcome his maſter- 


fins. Solikewiſe he thatwould 
be ableto beare the croile of all 
crolles, namely, death it ſelfe; 
mult firſt of all learne to beare 
ſmal crolles.as licknelſſes in bo- 
die.and troubles inminde, with 


E'} Morspoſt lofles of goods and of friends, 


4 crucem mi»and of good name:which I may 
by 
ws nor ef}, 


fitly tearmelittle deaths, & the 
beginnings of death it ſelfe:and 
we mult firſt of all acquaint our 
ſelueswith thel{ -licle deaths; C- 
forewecan beable to beare the 
great death ofall, Again,theaf- 
flitions and calamities of this 
life are asitwere the harbingers 
and rn of death: and we 
are hr{t to learne how to enter- 


faine theſe mellengers, that 


when 
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of dying well, $3 
when death the Lord himſelfe 
ſhall come, wee may in better 
manaer entertaine him, This 
point Bey the martyr well c6- 
lidered, who oftentimes before 
he was burned,put his finger in- 


| tothe lameof the candle, not 
{ onely to make trial of hisabili- 


| tieinſuffering, but allo toarme 
and ſtrengthen himſelf againſt 
| greater torimets in death. Thus 
| yeſcethe fourth duty,which ye 
| muſtinany wiſe learne /andre- 


member,becaule we cannot be 


| able tobeare the pangs of death 


well, vnles we be firſt well 
ſchooledand nurtured by ſun- 
dric trialls in this life, 

T he fifth and laſt dutie is ſet 
downe by Salomon, All that 


thine hand ſhall finde to doe, doe it Eccleſy9,io 


with all thy power, And marke 
thereaſnn, For there i neither 
worke, nor iauention, nr knows 


ledge, 


Gal6.1o, 


$4 The right way 
ledoe, nor wiſedome in the 
whither thougoeſt, To the lame 
purpoſe Paul ſaith, Doe good to 
all menwhile ye haue time.” Ther- 
foreif any man beableto doe 
any good (eruice either togods 
Church, or to the Common- 
wealth, orto any priuateman, 
let him doe itwith all ſpecde & 
with all his might, leſt death it 
ſelfe preuent him. He that hath 
care thus to ſpend his daies,ſhal 
with much comfort and peace 
of conſcience end his life. 

Thus much of generall pre- 
paration. Now followeth the 
particular, which isin the time 
of {icknes. And herefirſt of all 
I will ſhew what is the doqtrine 
of the Papilts, and then afrer- 
ward thetruth. Bythe popiſh 
order and practiſe,when a man 
is about to die, heis enioyned 
chree things, Firſt, to make ſa- 
cramentall 


AHe 


of dying well. 85 
Y cramentall confeſſion,ſpecially 
ne | ifitbeinany mortall ſinne ; ſe- 
+ condly to receiue the eucharilt; 
I- | thirdly torequirehisannoyling 


_—— 

bas) 

S 
pom__ 


De | thatis, the ſacrament (as they 
ds | callit)ofextreamevnRton. 

n- | Sacramentall confeſſion,they 
1, | tearmearehearſal or enumera- 
& | tion of all mans ſinnes to a 


It } prieſt;that hemayreceiueabſo- 
th | Jution. But againſt this kind of 
al confeſſton,ſundry reaſons may 


ce | bealleadged.Firſt ofall,it hath 
no warrant either by comman- 


re- | demetorexamplein thewhole 
he | wordofGod.T ey lay yes:and 
nc they indeauour to prooue it 
all thus:He which lies in any mor- 
ne | talllinne,is by Gods law bound 
cr- | todoepenanceand to ſecke re- 


iſh | conciliation with God:now the 
rt means after baptiſme 
0 obtaine reconciliatio,is con- 


feſlion of all our ſins toa prieſt, 
be- 
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86 The right way 

Becauſe Chriſt hath appointed 
Prieſtsto be iudgesvpon earth, 
with ſuchmeaſure of authority, 
that noman falling after bap- 
tiſme can without their ſentece 
and determination be reconci- 


led; and they can not rightly 


iudge, vnlelle they know all 
a mans linnes:thereforeall that 
fal after baptiſmeare bound by 
Gods word to open all their 
ſins to the prieſt, A»/. Itisfalle 
which they lay that prielts are 
iudges, hauing power to exa- 
mine and take knowledge of 
mens finnes, and iuriſdition 
whereby they can properly ab- 
ſolue & pardon or retainethE, 
For Gods word hath giuen no 
more to man, but a miuſteric of 
reconciliation, whereby in the 
name of God,and according to 
his word, he doth preach, de- 
clare,and pronounce,that God 

doth 
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of dying well, $87 
doth pardon or not pardon his 
ſins. Againe,pardon may truly 
be pronounced, &right iudge- 
ment of theeſtate of any man; 
without a particular rehearſal 
of all his ſmnes, For hewhich 
ſoundly & truly repents of one 
or ſome fewe linnes, repents of 
all. Secondly, this confeſſion is 
ouerturned by the praciſeof 


| the o_—_— & Apoſtles, who 
* notone 

| perſons, butalſo whole Chur- 
| ches without exaction of an au- 
! ricular confeſſion, When Na- 
thanthe Prophet had rebuked 
! Dazid for his two great & hor- 
| rible crimes, David touched 
| with remors ſaid, hae ſimed, 8 
| Nathapreſctly without further 
| examinatiso declared vnto him 
| inthename of God that his ſins 
| were forgiuen him. Thirdly,it 
| cannot be prooued by any 


y abſolued particular 


2,.Sam,i2 13 


good 


$$ The right way 
good & ſufficient proofes, that 
this confeſſion was vied inthe 
Church of God til after five or 
{xehundred yeares wereexpi- 
red, Forthe confeſſion which 
was then invſe,was either pub- 
like before the Church, orthe 
opening of atpublike fault to 
ſome priuate perſonin ſecret, 
Therfore tovrgelickemen vn- 
to itlying at the point of death, 
isto lay moreburdens on the, 
then euer Godappointed. 
And whereas they makeit a 
neceſlarie thing to receive the 
Euchariſt in the time of licknes 
toward death,and that priuatly 
of thelicke partic alone, they 
haue no warrant for their pra: 
iſe and opinion. For in the 
want of the ſacrament theres 
no danger,but in thecontempt: 
and the very contempt itſelf is 
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of dying well, 89 
if wee repent. Andthereisno 
reaſon why wee ſhould thinke 
that licke men ſhould be depri- 
ued of the cofort of the Lords 
ſupper, it they receiueitnot in 


death,becauſethe fruit and eft- 


! cacieof the Sacrament once re- ' 
# ceiued,isnot to be reſtrained to 
! thetime of receiuing, but it ex- 


tendsitſelf to the wholetimeof 


mans life afterward. Againe,the 
* ſupperoftheLord is no private 
| action, but meerely Ecclelialti- 
” call:and therfore to becelebra- 
; tedin the meeting & allembly 
| of Gods peoplezas our Sauious 


| Chriſt preſcribeth, when hee 


| ſaith,,Do ye th:s:and Paulin lay- 


l 


: | houſes whethey werein 
| Ax{.The Ifraclites had then no 


P; 


* Þ ing Yhen ye come —_ it Luk,22.19, 
isalleadged that the Iſraclites *<943110- 
did eat the Paſcal lamb in their 


Egypt. 


libertie to makeany publicke 
mee- 


8 fraudari 
Yiatico, 


90 The riohe way 
meeting fokthat end: and God 


commanded that the Paſchall 


Lamb ſhould be eaten inal the 
houſes of the Iſraelites at one& 
theſameinſtant:& thatin effe& 
was as muchas if it had bin pub 
like. Againe,they alleadgea Ca- 
non of the Councell of Nice; 
which decrceth,that men being 
about to die, mult receiue the 
Euchariſt,& not(a)be depriued 
of the prouiſton of food necel- 
farie for theiriourney. A/.T he 
Councell made no decree tou- 
ching the adminiſtration of the 


Sacrament to all men that die, | 


but to ſuch only as fal away fro 
the faith in perſequution,or fell 
intoanyother notorious crime, 
andwere thereupon excommu- 
nicate,& ſoremained till death: 
& either then or ſomewhat be- 
fore teſtified their repentance 


for their offences, And the Ca- | 
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of dying well. 91 


- non was made forehis end,tha t 


ſuch perſons might be atlureg 
that they were againe receiued 
into thechurch,& bythis means 
departwith morecofort.Third- 
ly itis obieced, that inthe pt 
mitiue Church, part of the 


Serapion an aged man, lying 
ſickein his bedde. Az/. It was 
indeed thecuſtome of the aun- 
cient Churchfrom the very be- 
ginning, that the elements of 
bread and wine ſhould be ſent . 
by ſomeoftheDeacons to the 
ſicke, whichwere abſent from 
the allebly. And yet neuerthe- 
leflehereis no footing for pri- 
uate comimunions. For the Eu- 
chariſtwas onlythen ſent,when 
thereſt of the church didopen- 
ly comunicate; & ſuch as were 
the ab(cronly by reals of lick- 
nes,& deſired to be partakersof 

E that 


U-'Euſeb., I, 6, 
chariſt was carried bya lad to c.36. 
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92 Theright way 
that blelſed communion, were 
to be reputed as preſent. Laſtly, 
tis obiefted, that it was the 
mAner of men & womenin for- 
\ 3-61. oy; Per times(a)to cary part of the 
1 P facramethome to their houſes 
ad x! X J 
Terr. lib, z, and to reſeru? it till thetime of 


; ad vxor, neceſlitie;as thetime of licknes, 


Hiern andſuch like. 4»/.Thereſerua- 
Apol.prio _.. | 

li>.intos, Fon of theſacramentwas buta 

| ſuperſtitious practiſe,though it 

_beancient:For out-of the admt- 

niſtratio,that iz,before it begin, 

&after it is ended, theſacramet 

ccaſeth tobe aſacrament,& the 

elements tobeelements.Asfor 

the praciſe of the that: vied to 

——_ cramme the Euchariſt into the 

' Carch,z, Mouthof them thatwere diſea- 

can,s, ſed,itisnot onely ſuperſtitious 

but alſo very aburd. 
As forthe Annoying of the 


ficke,thatis, the annointing of 


thebodie,ſpecially theorganes 
| OL 


Ia 


of dying well, 93 
or inſtrumets of the ſenſes,that 
the party may obtain the remiſ- 
ſion of his linnes, and comfort 
againſt all the temptatiss of the 
diuellin thehoure of death,and 
ſtrezth more ealily tobearethe. 
aines of licknes and the pangs: 
of death,and beagaine med | 
to his corporall health, if it bee. 
expedientior the faluatioof his 
ſoulejitis butadotage of mans 
braine,and hath notſo muchas 
aſhew of reaſon to iuſtifie-it, 
The fitt of James is .commonly 
alledged to thispurpoſe,butthe 


' annointing there mentioned is 


not of the fame kinde with this 
grealie ſfacramet ofthe Papilts.. 
For that anointing of the body 
waz aceremanyvicdby the A- 
poſtfes and others, when they 
putin- practiſe the miraculous 
gift of healing,whichgiftisnow - 
ceaſed, Secodly,that anointing : 
E 3 had. 
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64 The right way 
had a promiſe that theparty an- 
nointed ſhould recouer his 
health: but this popiſh annoin- 


ting hath no ſuch promiſe; be- | 


caule for the moſt part the per- 
ſons thus annointed die after- 
ward without recouerie: wheras 
thoſe which were annointed in 
the primitive Church alwaies 
recovered, T hirdly,the ancient 
annointing ſerued onely for the 
procuring of health, but this 
teds further to the procuring of 
remiſſion of fins, and ſtrength 
in tEptation. Thus having (cene 

the doctrine of the Papiſlts, 1 
come now to ſpeake of the true 
and right manner of making 
particular preparation before 
death, which containes three 
ſurts of duties : one concerning 
god, the other cocerning a mis 
own ſelfe, the third concerning 
our neighbour. The firſt cocer- 
ning God,is to ſeeke to be recs- 
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of dying well, 95 
ciled vntohim inChriſt,though 
we haue bin lon3 allured of his 
fauour. All other duties mult 
comeafterin the ſecond place, 
& they areof noefte& without 
this. Now this recociliatio mult 
be ſought for &is obtained by 
a renuing of our former faith & 
repentance: and they mult be 
renued on this miner. So ſoone 
as aman (hal feele any maner of 
ſicknes to ſeaze vpon his bodie, 
he muſt conlider with himſelfe 
whenceitariſeth:&after ſerious 
conlideration,he ſhall finde that 
it comes not by chance or for- 
tune,but by the prouidence of. 
God. This done,he muſt go yet 
furder &co!ider for what cauſe 
the Lord ihould affli his body 
with any licknes ordiſeaſe, And 
he ſhal find by gods word, that 


ſlicknes comes ordinarily and 


viually of ſinne. Wherefore is the x q, 3.36 


3 lis 


4” EIT one {ofo. 
- Bu. reth for his ſame It is true indeed, 
ther be other cauſes of the wats 
of the body, & of licknes,belide 
Wb. ſlinne; and though they benot 
Heb knowntovs, yetthey ar known 
WAY tothe Lord, Hereupon Chriſt 
b- when he ſaw a certaine blinde 
bY man, and was demaunded what 
EY: was the cauſe of the blindnelle, 
"ot; | anſwered, neither hath this man 
'Y Hoh.9,2, (rocdnor bis parents, but that the 
Hh:F workes of God ſhould be ſhewed on 
him, Yetweforour parts, who 
i 1:18 areto goenot by the ſecret,but 
1284 by the reuealed will of God, 
Tibk muſt make this vſe of our lick- 
Wb nes,thatit is ſentyntovsfor our 
| Rt finnes.WhenChriſt healed the 
| WY a man licke of the palſy, heſatth, 
1% ath,9.2,. Be of good comfort, thy ſmmes are 
forginenthee : and when he had 
/ a healed the man bythe poule of 
i; BY Betheſda, that had bin licke 38. 
| '*'l | yeares 
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of dying well. 97 
yers,he Vide hitn ſin no more lea Toh Rome 
a wor(e thing happen wnto him: g1- 
ving them both to vaderltand 
that their ſicknes came byreaſs 
of their linnes, And thus ſhould 
cuery lick man reſolue himſelf. 

Now when we haue proceeded 

thus farre,& haue asit were laid 

our finger vpon the right and 

proper cauſe of our licknelle, 
threethings cocerning our lins 

mult bee performed of vs in 

ficknes, Firſt, we mult make a 

new examination of our hearts 

and liues,& fay as the I{raclites | 
ſaidinafflition, Let vs ſearch & Lam, z. 40, 
try our waies, aud turne apaine to 

the Lord. Secondly, we mult 

makea new-confeſfion to God 

of our new & particular linnes, 

as God ſends new correRions Pſal,3 2.5. 
and chaſtiſment, When Danid 

had the hid of God very heauy 

vpon him tor his ſins, ſo ashis 
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98 Theriht way | 
very bones & moiſtureconſu- | 
med within him, he made con- 
fellion of them vnto God, and 
therupon obtained his pardon 
& was healed. Thethird thing 
is to make new praier & more 
earneſt then euer before, with 
lighes & gronesof theſpirit,' & 
that for pardon of theſamelins, 
& for reconciliation with God 
in chriſt. Intheexerciſeof theſe 
3.duties ſtandesthe renouation 
of our faith & repentancewher- 
by theyare increaſed,quickned, 
&reuiued. Andthemorelick- 
nes preuailes and takes place in 
the LG the moreſhould wee 
be careful to put the in vre:that 
ſpirituall life might increaſe as 
temporal life is decaied, When 
king Ezechias lay licke, as he 
thought vpon his death-bedde; 
heweptas for ſome other cauſes 
{o a 


for his linnes, and withal 
he 
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of dying well, 99 
he praied God to caitthem be- 
hind his back. Daxid madecer- 
tain Plalmes when he was lick, 
or atthelea(t vpon the occalis 
of his licknes, as nawely,the 6. 
the 32. the 38. the 39. &c. and 
they areal pſalmes of repetace: 
in which we may ſee how in di- 
{trefle of the body and mind he 
renewed his faith & repentace, 
heartily bewailing his {innes & 
intreating the Lord for the par- 
don of them. Manaſſes, one 
that fell from God, and gaue 
himſelfe ro many horcible ins, 
when he was taken captiue and 
impriſoned in Babylon, Hee 2.Chro,'33 
prayed tothe Lord his God, and 1313s 
humbled himſelfe greatly before 
the God of his fathers, and pray- 
ed unto him: and God was intrea- | 
ted of him, and heard his prayer , 
and brought him againe to Tert- 
Salem into his kingdome , and 
then 
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100 The right w 

then Manaſſes knew that the 
Lord'was Ged, Now looke what 
Manalles did in this tribulacis, 
theſame thing muſt we doe in 
the time of our bodily lick- 
nelle. 

Here T haue occaſion tomen- 
tion a notorious fault thatis ve- 
ry common in this age, euen a- 

:68 ſuch as have long liued in 
the boſome of the Church;and 
that is this: Men now adaies are 
ſo far from renuing their faith 
and repentance,that when they 
lielickand are drawing toward 
dcath,they mult beecatechiſed 
in the dodtrine of faith and re- 
pentance, asif they had beene 
but of fate receined into the 
Church. Whoſocuer wil,but as 
occa{ion is offered,vilit thelick, 
ſhall finde this to be true which 
Iſay.Whata ſhame is this,that 
whe a man hath ſpent his life & 

daies 
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dying well. 101 
daiesin thechurch for the fpace 
of 20, or 30.0r:40, yeares, hee: 
ſhould at the very ende of all & 
not before, begin to.enquire, 
what faith &'what repentance 
is, and how his ſoule mightbee 
ſaued? This one lin argues the 
great ſecuritie of this age,& the 
greatcontempt of Godand his 
word. VVel,letal men hereafter 
in time to come, bee warned to 
take heede of this exceeding 
negligence in matters of ſalua- 
tion,and to vie all good means 
before-hand, that they maybe 
ablein licknelleandin the time 
of death to put in praiſe the 
ſpirituall exerciſesof inuocati- 
on and repentance. 

Now if ſo-be it fall out that 
the licke partie cannot of him- 
ſelfe renue his owne faith and 
repentance, he muſt ſeekethe 


helpofothers. When the man 
that 
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102 Theright way 
that was licke of the dead pallie 
could notgoto Chriſt himſelf, 
he got othersto bear him in his 
bedde ; & when they could not 
comeneere for the multitude , 
theyvncouered the roofe of the 
houte,and let the bed down be- 
fore Chriſt : even ſo,when licke 
men cannot alone by theſelues 
doe the good duties to which 
they arebound,they mult bor- 
row helpe from their fellowe 
members; who are partly by 
their counſell to put to their 
helping hand,& partly by their 
prayers topreſent them-vnto 
God, and to bring them into 
the preſence of Chriſt, 

And touching helpe in this 
caſe.ſundry dutiesare tobeper- 
formed. Saint /amr: ſets downe 
foure, two whereof concerne 
the licke patient,and other two 
ſuch as be helpers. The firſtduty 
| Of 


TT OE SPS; 


. were men ancient for yeares in- 


of dying well, I03 

of the (licke man is toſend for 
helpe:where two circumſtances 
mult beconſidered ; who mult 
be ſent for,and when. For the 
firlt S. /ames faith, Is any icke a- 
mong you'let him call for the eldcrs 
of the Charch, Whereby are 
meant not onely Apoſtles and 
all iiniſters ofthe Goſpel, but 
others alſo( as Itakeit) which 


Iam, 5, 14, 


duced with the ſpirit of vnder- 
{kanding and praier, and had 
withallthe gift of working mi- 
raciesand of healing the licke, 

Forin the primitive Church 

this gift was for a time ſo plenti. 

fully beſtowed on the that bele- —— 
ued in Chriſt;that ſouldiers caſt ,,,qns mw. 
out diuels,and parents wrought ht,ca, 11. & 
miracles on their childre.HGce deldol, 
we may learne, that howſoeuer f«ts 

it bethe dutie of the Miniſters 

of the word principally to vi- 
ſit 
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104 Thsright way 
firandcomfortthe licke, yetis 
it not their duty alone:for it be- 
longs to them alſo which haue 
knowledge of Gods word, and 
the giftof prayer, Exhort one an 
other (ſaith the holy Ghoſt) 
while it ts called to day. And a- 
gaine, Aamoniſh them that are 
drſordered, and comfort thoſe that 
are weake, Andindeedein equi- 
tie it ſhould be the dutie of eue-, 
ry Chriſtian man to co6fort his 
brotherin lickneiſe, Here wce 
mult needestake knowledge of 
the common faultof men and 
women when they come to vi- 
 ſittheirneighbours and friends 
they can not ſpeake a word of 
inſtruction and comfort, but 
ſpend thetimecither in litence, 
gazing, and looking on ; or in 
vttering wordes to little or -no 
purpoſe.ſaying to the licke par- 
tie,that they areſorie tolee þi m 

in 


of dying well, — 105 
in that caſe,that theywold haue 
him to be of good comfort,but 
wherein, and by what meanes 
they cannot tel:that they doubt 
not but that he ſhall recouer his 
health and live with them (till, 
& be merry as in former time: 
that they will pray for him: 
whereas al their prayers are no- 
thing elſe but the Apoſtles 
Creede, or the ten Comman- 
demets, & the Lords praier vt- 
tered without vnderſtanding. 
And thisis the common com- 
fort thar licke men gette at the 
hands of their neighbours,whE 
they comeynto them: and all 
this comes cither becauſe men 
linein ignorice of Gods word, 
or Lecaule they faliely thinke 
that thewholeburthen of this 
dutie lies vpon the ſhoulders of 
the miniſter. 


The ſecond circumſtanceis, 
6 when 


106 Theright way 
when thelicke partie mult ſend 
for the Elders to inſtruct him 
and prayfor him. And that is in 
the very firlt place of al before 
any other helpe be ſought for, 
Where the Diuine endes,there 
the Phylitian muſt begin:and it 
is a very prepoſterous courſe 
that the Divine ſhould ther be- 
gin where the Phylitian makes 
an ende.For till help be had for 
theſoule,and (inne whichis the 
root of licknes be cured, phy- 
ſicke forthe body is nothing, 
T hereforeit is a thing much to 
be dillixed, that in all places al- 
molt the Phylitian is firſt ſent 


for,and comes in the beginning 


of the licknes,and the-Miniſter 
comes when a manis halt dead, 
and is then (ent for oftentimes, 
when thelicke partie lies draw- 
ingonand gaſping for breath, 
as though Miniſters of the goſ : 
. pe! 


of dying well. 107 
ſpelin thele daics were able to 
worke miracles. 


Thelſecond dutieof the ſick 
partieis to confelle his [ins, as 


S. lames ſaith, Confeſſe your fines lam.5,6, 


one to another, andpray one for a- 
other, It will be ſaid;that this is 
to bring inagainePopitſh ſhrift. 
Anſ. Confetlion of our linnes, 


and that vato men was neuer 


denied of any:the queſtion on- 
ly is ofthe mannerand order of 
making confeflion. And for 
this caulewce mult puta great 
difference betweene popiſh 
ſhrift, and the confelſion of 
which $. Iawes ſpeaketh. For 
he requires onely a confeſſion 
of thator thole linnes which lie 
vpona mans conſciencewhen 
heislicke: butthe popiſh do- 
arinerequiretha particular e- 
numeration of al mansſins, A- 
gain,S. [ames inioynes confellis 
onely 


260$ The right way 

onelyasathing meete & con- 
uenicc,but the Papiltsasa thing 
necellarie to the remiſſion of 
ſins, Thirdly, S. /ames permits 
that confellion be madeto any 
man,& by one man to another 
mutually;whereas popiſh ſhrift 
is made onely to theprieſt,The 
ſecod duty thenis, that the lick 
party troubled in minde with 
thememory and conlideration 
of any of his linnes palt, or any 
manner-of way tempted by the 
diuell, ſhall freely of his owne 
accord openhis caſe to ſuch as 
are both able-&willingto help 
him,that he may receive com- 
fort and die in peace of conſci- 

ENCE. 
T lus much of the ſick mans 


duty:now follow the duties of 


helpers. The firſt is ro pray our 
him, that is,in his — to 
pray with him and for him,and 


by 


& _ "re 


frm Am wie cc cc. ods au. 


omit to ſpeake further of it. 


cf dying well, 109 


} byprayer to preſent his very 


perſon and his whole eltate vn- 


| to God, The Prophet &l:ze-+ 
| z4,the Apoltle Parl, & our Sa- 2 Kin.4.32. 
| uiour Chriſt vſed this manner A294 10, 
| of praying, when they would Loh.1L.1q. 
| miraculouſly reſtore temporall 
| life:and therforeit is very meet 


that the ſame ſhould bevſed al- 
ſoofvs, that we might the bet- 


| ter ſtirre vp our atfeRion in 
| prayer, andour compallion to 
| the ficke when weareabouutr to | 
| intreattheLord forthe remiſlt- 


on of their ſinnes, and for the 
ſaluation of their ſoules. 

T he ſecond duty of him that 
comes as anhelper is toannoint 
the licke party with oyle. Now 
this annointing was an outward 
ceremony which was vied with 


the gift of healing, which is 


now ceaſed: and thercfore I 


Th 11s 


110 The right way 
T hus much of the duty which 
the ſick man owes to God; now 
follow the duties which he isto 
performe vnto himſelfe, and 
they are twofold:oneconcernes 
his ſoule, the other his bodie, 
The dutie concerning his ſoule 
is, that he muſt arme & furniſh 
himſelfagainſttheimmoderate 
feare of preſent death, And the 
realon hereof is plaine: becaule 
howſoeuer naturally men feare 
death through the whole courle 
of their lines more or,Jefle, yet 
in the time of lickneſſe when 
death approcheth,this naturall 
feare bred inthe bone will molt 
of all ſhew it ſelfe, cuen in ſuch 
ſort, as it will aſtoniſh theſenſes 
of the ſicke partie; and ſome- 
time cauſe deſperation, There- 
fore it is neceſJariethatwe ſhold 
vſemeanes to ſtrengthen our 
ſeluesagainſt thefeareofdeath. 
The 


of dying well, 111 
The meanes are of two forts: 
practiſes,and meditations: Pra- 
Aiſes are two eſpecially. The 
firſtis,that the ſ1icke man mult 
not ſo much regard death it ſelf 


| as the benefits of God which 
are obtained after death. He 


mult not fixe his minde vpon 
the conlideration of the pangs 
and torments of deathz but all 
his thoughts and affections 
mult be ſet vpon that blelled e- 
{tatethatis enioyed after death, 
He that is to paile ouer ſome 
great anddeeperiver, muſt not 


| lookedownward to the ſtreame 


of the water; but if hewould 
preuent feare, he mult ſet his 
footeſure& caſt his eyeto the 
bankeon the further {ide ; & fo 
multhe that drawesneeredeath 
as it,were,look ouer the waues 
of death, and dire&ly fixe 
the eye of his faith vpon eter- 
nall 
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x12 The ri ht way 
nall life. The ſecond praiſe is 
to looke vpon deathin the 
glaſle of the Goſpel, and notin 
the glaſle of the Law:thatis,we 
muſt conſider death not as itis 


ropounded inthe Lawe, and | 


ooke vpon that terrible face 
which the law giueth vnto its 
butasitis (et forth in the Goſ- 
pel. Death in the law is a curſe 
and the downe-fall to the pit of 
deſtruction: in the Goſpel it is 
the entrance into heauen : the 
lawſets forth death as death,the 
Goſpel ſets forth death as no 


ABR (out » "5-62 


death,but as a (leepeonely: be- Þ 
caule it ſpeakes of death as it is 


alter & changed by the death | 
_ of Chrift; bythe vertue where- 


of death is-properlyno death to 
the ſeruants of God. Whe men 
ſhall hauecare on this manner 
tocenlider of death, it will bea 
notable meanes to _—_ 

and] 
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of dying well, 113 
and Rabin againſt al im- 
moderate feares &terroursthat 
$ viuallyriſein licknelle; 
The meditations which ſerue 
for this purpoſe are innumera- 
! ble.but Iwiltouch onely thoſe 
ace | which are the moſt principall 
itz | andthegrounds of thereſt:and 
32{- | theyare fourein number. The 
urſe Þ firſt is borrowed from the ſpe- 
itof Þ| ciall prouidenceof Godzname- 
itis | lythatthedeath of every man, 
the | ' much more of euerychilde of 
,the | God,isnot onely forefeene,bus 
s no || alſo foreappointed of God;yea 
 be- | the death of every man deſer- 
it is | uedand procured by his ſins, 
cath Þ is laid vpon him by God, who 
1ere- | in thatreſpe& may beſaidtobe 
thtoÞ thecauſeofeyery mans: death, 
men || So faith Ama, The Lord klleth i.Sam,2, 6 
nner | and waketh alive, The Church | 
|beaþ of Hierufalem confeſſed thar 
then || nothing came to palle in the 
and | death. 
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114 Theright way 
AQ.4,z8, deathof Chriſt, but that which 
. the foreknowledgeand eternal 

counſel of God had appointed, 

And therfore the death alſo of 
euerymember of Chriſt is fore. 

ſeene and ordained by the ſpe- 


ciall decree and prouidence of | 


' God. I adde further,that theve 


ry circuſtances of death, as the 
time when,the place where, the 


f 
: 


manner how, the beginning of F 


ſickenes,the continuance & the 
end,cuery, fittein the licknes, & 
the pangs of death areparticu- 


larly ſet downe in the coun(ell | 


of God. The very haires of our 
heads are numbred((aith our Sa- 
viour Chrilt : ) and 4 ſparrowe 
lights not on the groxd withoxt the 


'. ». Willof our heauenly father. David | 
ſali39.19. faith excel[etly. fy bones arent 
| hidfromtheethough I was made Þþ 

in a ſecret place, and faſpwned be-P 
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ſee me when 1] was without forme, 
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for in thy booke were al things writ- 
ten,which in continuance were fa- 
ſrioned,whe there was nine of them 
before, And he praies to God to 
put his tearesinto his bottle, Now 
ifthis be true, that God hath 
bottles for the very teares of his 
feruants,much more hath hee 
bottles fortheir blood, & much 
more doth he reſpe&t and re- 
gard their paines and miſerics 
with all the circumſtances of 
licknelleand death. Thenrcare- 
full meditation ofthis dne point 
is anotable meanes to. arnme vs 
agzain(t feare and diſtruſt, & im- 
patiencein the time of Ueathzas 
fomeexamples in this caſe will 
calily manitelt, 7held my tongue Pra 
& [aiqnothing, faith Dauid : but © 
what was it that cauſed this pa- 
tiencein him2the cauſe followes 
in theſe words:becanſe thou Lord 
F did 


Pſal 58.8, 


39.19% 


116 The right way 
diddeft it. And oſeph faith to his 


L3| Gen.qt brethren: Feare not for it was the 
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Lord that ſent me before you, 
Marke here how Joſeph is ar- 
med againſt impaticnce and 
griefe &dilcontentment by the 
very conlideration of gods pro. 
nidence: and ſo inthe {fame mi- 
nerſhall webe cohrmed againſt 
all feares and forrowes, and ſay 
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281 Pſal us, 53. withDauid, Precious inthe ſight of 
i p | 3... the Lordisthe death of hs Saints : 


if this perſwalicn be oncelſetled 
indie, thatall things in 
ſicknes:& death come to palle 
vnto-vs by the pronidence of 
go0d,who turnesall things tothe 
ood of them that loue him, 

Theſecond meditation is to 
beborrowed from the excellent 
promiſe that God hath madeto 
the .death of the righteous: 
21H which is, Bleſſed are they that die 
"K | Apoca4. 3 in the Lerd, for theyreft from _—_ 


: r q 
vo 
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of dymyg well, 127 
Jabowre, and their workes follow 
{ them. Theauthorofcruth that 

you. || cannotlic hath (pokenit. Now 
S ar- | then let a man but throughly 
and |} canfiderthis, thatdeath ioyned 
/ the || withareformedlife hath a pro- 
pro- | miſeof blelſednesadivined vn- 


ma- | -toit,andit alone will be aſufti- 
ainlt F- . cientmeanestoflay therage of 
] lay our aftections,andal inordinate 
href | feareofdeath:and the rather if 
ms: | wemarke wherein this bleſſed» #®_ 
tled | .nelſeconlifts. In death we are 


38in | indeede thrult out of our olde 
alle Þ dwelling places, namely theſe 
e of | houſesofclay& earthly taber- 
>the naclesof our bodies,wherein we 
, haue made longabode:butwhat 
isto | is theende2 ſurely thatliving 8& 
lent | dyingin Chriſt, wemight have 
Jeto | abuildinggiuen of God, that is,2-Cor.5, x 
2us: | -an huufenot made with: hands, 
t die | -buteternallin heauen, which is 
waſpcakeable & immortall glo- 
72:32 F 2 ry 


x18 Therightway 
ry. If a poore man ſhould bee 
commanded by aPrince to put 
oft his torne and -beggery, ;gar- 
ments, 'andin ([tead thereof. to 
put on royal andcoltly robes,it 
would bee a great reioycing to 
his heart: oh then what. ioyfull 
newes mult this bee yntoall re- 
:pentantand forrowfull linners, 
when the' king of heauen and 
earth comes vnto the by death 
and bids them Jay downe their 
bodies as ragged and patched 
garments,andpreparethe(clues 
ro put on the princely robe of 
immortalitice:Notonguecan be 
able to exprefle the excellency 
of this moſt bletied and happy 
eltate, Put atrg ta 
Thethird meditation is bor- 
rowed from the eſtateof all the 
that are in Chriſt, whether li- 
uingor dying.He that dieth be- 
 keeuing 'in Chriſt dieth | not 
| forth 


1 bee 


) put 
;gar- 
ff. fo 
)es,it 


1g to | 


yfull 
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ners, ' 
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their 
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ze of 
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of dying well, F19 
forth of Chrift but in bim, has: 
uing both his body and-ſoule. 
really coupled to Chriſt accor-,. 
ding tothe tenour of the coue- 
nant of graze: and though after 
death body & ſoule be ſeuered 
onefromanother,. yet. neither 
of the are:ſeuered or difioyned 
from Chriſt. The coniunRion 
which is once begun in this lite 
remaines eternally. And there- 


| fore though theſoulegoe from 


the body,& the body itfſelfe rot 
in the graue, yetbothare (till in 
Chriſt, both in the couenant, 
both in the fauour of god as be- 
fore death,& both (hal again be 


' loined togither;the body by the 


vertu of the formercoiunis Le 
ing raiſed to cternall life. Indeed 
ifthis vnio with Chriſt were di(- 
ſolued as thecoiundis of body 
& ſouleis,it mightbeſ6e matter. 
of diſcomfort-andteare,but the 

Þ 9 foun- 
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foundation and fubltance of 
our myſticall conjunction with 
Chriſt both in reſpe& of our 
bodies and ſoules enduring for 
ever,mult necdes be a matter of 
exceeding ioy and comfort. 
The4.meditation is that god 
hath promilſcd his (peciall, bleſ. 
fed, and'comfortable preſence 
vnto his ſeruants when they are | 
ficke or dying, or any way di- | 
{trelled. When thou paſſeſt rho- Þ 
rough the waters, I will bee with 
thee(faith the Lord)andthrough | 
the flouds that thry doe not ouer- F 
flowe thee; when thou walksſt tho- 
rongh the very fire, thou ſhalt not 
be burnt, neither ſhall the flame 
kindle yponthee, Now the Lord 
doth manifeſt his preſece three 
waies:the firlt is by moderating 
and leſſening the paines andtor- 
ments of licknes & death.,as the 
very words of the former pro- 
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of dying well, I2t 
miſe doe plainly import. Hence 
it comesto palle that to many 
men the ſorrowes and pangs of 
death, are nothing (o grieuous 
and troubleſome, as the afflic&i- 
ons & croſſes whichare laid on 
them in the courſeof their liues. 
Theſecond way of Gods pre» 
ſence is by an inward & vnſpea- 
kable comfort of the ſpirit, as | 
Paulfaith, We reiogce tn tribulz-Rom,s 35.8 
tions ,, knowing that tribulation 
bringeth forth patience, &c. but 
why is this reioycing ? becauſe 
(faith he in the next words) 
rhe loue of God is ſhedde abroad in 
our hearts by the hely Ghoſt, Again 
Paul hauing in ſome grieuous 
ſicknesreceiued the ſentence of | 
death,faith of himſelf,that a- the , ©ox.j 5, 
ſufferings of Chriſt did abound in 
him, ſo h:s conſelation did abound 
throegh ( hriſt. Herethen welſeg 
that whe earthly comforts faile 
| F 4 the 
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the Lord himſelfe drawes neere 

chebedof the licke,as it were vi- 

ſiting them in his own perſon,& 

| miniſtringvntothem refreſhing 

+ (0 . fortheirſoules:with his right had 

[1 q Cant. 2-9. p, LÞlds wp their heads, and with 

| hzs left hand he embraceth them, 

The third meanes of Gods pre- 

ſeceis the miniſtery of his good 

Angels, whome the Lord hath 

appointed as keepers and nour- 

al,zo, cesvnto hisſeruants tuhold the 
vpandto bcare them in their 

arimes as nources doe young 

children, and-to be as a gua 

vnto them againſt the diuel and 

hisangels. And al this is verified 

ſpecally in {ickneſſe, at which 

time the holy angels are not on- 

ly preſetwith ſuch as feare god, 

but ready alſo toreceiue and to 

' carry their ſoules intoheauecn,as 

appeares by the example of La- 


Zarus, 
And 


(1 ” 
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And thus much of thefirlt du- 
tic which a ficke man is toper- 
form vnto himſelf, namely that 
he muitbyall meanes poſhble 
arine and (trengthenhim(clfe as 
gainſt the feareof death: now 
followeth the fecoJ duty which 
is concerning the body:and that 


is that all iicke perſons mult be 


careful to preſerue health & life 

till God doe wholly take it a- 

way. For Pa#{(aith, None of. vs 

hlineth to himſclfe,neuther doth any Roth, 
die to him{elfe:for whether we lime, 5.8, 
welinue vnto the Lord: or wheth«r 

we die,ve die unto the Lord : whe» 

thr we line therefore or dieweare 

the Lords. For this cauſe we may 


Not doewith our liues as we will, 


but we mult reſerue the whole 
diſpolition therof vato God,for 
whole glory we areto live and 
die. And this temporall life is 
a moſt pretious iewell, and as 
the common laying is, lifeis 


= 
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very {weet, becauſeitisgiuen to 
man forthis end, that ke might 
haue ſome ſpace of time where- 
in he mightvieall good meanes 
wattainetoliſecuerlaſting.Life 
isnotbeſtowed on vs, that wee 
ſhould ſpend our dates in our 
luſts & vaine pleafures, but that 
we might haue libectie ro come 
out of the kingdome of darke- 
nes intothe kingdome of grace, 
and from the bondage of linne 
intotheglorions libertie of the 
ſonnesof God: & in this reſpe 
ſpeciall care mult be had of pre- 
feruation of life,till God do call 
vs hence. 

In thepreferuation of life 2. 
things muſt beeconlidered: the 
meanes,and the right vſeof the 
meanes. The meanes is good & 
wholeſome phylicke : which 
though it be defpiſed of many as 

athing vnproftable & needles, 


yet 
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yet mult itbeeſtecmed asanor- 
dinance and bleſſing of God. 
Thisappearesbecauſe the ſpirit 
of God hath givenapprobation 
vnto it inthe Scriptures. When 
it was the good pleaſure of god _ 
toreltorelife vnto king Ezcks- 2,K1N,10.7 
4alumpe of drie figges by the 
prophets appointment was laid 
co his boyle and he was healed, 
Indeedethis cure was in ſome 
ſort miraculous, becauſe hewas 
made whole intheſpace of 2.0r 
3.daies,and the third dey he went 
vp to the temple: yet the bunch of | 
figs wasa naturall or ordinarie .,,, f 
medicine or.plaiſter ſeruing to axr.curati- 
foften and ripen tumours or uacaps, 
fvellings in the fleſh. And the | 
$Samaritane is commended for 
the binding vpand for the pow- Luk,io. 24 
ringinof wineandoile into the 
woundes of the man that lay 
wounded berweene —_—_ 
an 


c,&8, 
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V-lkſde 42d Icricho, Nowthis dealing of 
Cac.philoſ his wasaright practiſe of phy- 


flicke: for thewine: ſerued to 
cleanſe the wound and to eaſe 
the paine within: and oile ſer- 
ued roſupplethe fleſh and to aſ- 
{wage the paine without, And 
the Prophet E/ay.ſcemes to c6- 
mend this phylicke, when he 
ſaith, From the ſole of the foote 
there ws nothins wheels therein, but 
nwunds,and/ſwellings, and ſores full 
of corruption: theyhane nt beene 
wrapped nor bound vp, nor mellifi- 
.eawithoyle.. And whereas God 
; did not:command circumcition 
of childre before the eight day, 


. he followed a_ rule of phylicke 


obſcrued io all ages, that the lite 
of thechild is very vncerten till 
the firit ſeauen daies be expired, 
as we may lee bythe example of 
the childe whic h Dawid had by 


SHathſbebawhich died the ſeaucth 


day. 
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day. And vpon the verylame ,,;q 4. 
ground heathen men vſed not hiſt.ani- 
to name their children before b7,cap.1, | 


theeight day. Thusthen it is 
manitelt that the vie of phylick 
is lawfull and commendable. 

Furthermore,that phylick may 
be well applied to the maine- 
tenanceof health, (peciall care” 
muſt be had to make choice of 
ſuch phylitions as areknowne 
to bewell learned, and men of 
experience,as alſo of good con- 
ſcience and good religiun. For 
as in other callings .ſoin this al- 
ſo,therebe ſundry abuſes which 
may endanger the liues and the 
health of men.Someventer vp- 
on the bare in{peQion of the v- 
rine, without further direis or 
knowledge of the eltate of the 
licke, topreſcribeand miniſter 
as ſhall feeme belt ynto the, But 
the learned in this faculty plain- 
by 
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= Foreft. dejy, a vouch, thatthis kind of dea- 
2&8 vriin iudi- 


ling tendes rather to killthento 
©3849 Ling. 1.2, cure; and that ſundry men are 
THI £50.41. indeed killed thereby. For iudg- 
4 ment by the vrine is moſt de- 
ceitfull:the water of him that is 
ſickeofa peltilent feauer even 
vnto death, looks for ſubſtance 
"and colour as the water of a 
whole man:and fodoth the wa- 
terof them that are (icke of a 
quartaneor of any other inter- 
mitting feaucr; ſpecially if they 
haue vſed a good dyetfrom the 
beginning:3s alfo of them that 
hauethe pleureſic,ortheinflam- 
matio of the lungs,or the $qui- 
nancie, oftentimes when they. 

are nearedeath. Now then con-. 
ſidering the waters of ſuch as 
arcat the point of death, ap- 
youu as the vrines of haile and 
ound men;one andtheſame v- 
rine may forelignifie both = 

an 


we. ” _ 6e#; - : : 
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and death, and bea ligneof di- 
uers,nay of contrarie diſeaſes. A 
thinne, crude,and palevrinein 
them that be in health, is a toke 
of want of digeſtion:butin them. 
that areſicke ofa ſharpe or bur= 
ning ague, it betokens the fren- 
ſie, & 18 acerten ligneof death. 
Againe, others there bee that 
thinkeita ſmall matter to make 


© experiments of their deuiſed 


medicines vpon the bodies of 
their patients,wherbythe health 
which they hoped for is either 
hindered or much decayed. 
Thirdly, there beothers which 
miniſternophylick at any time, 
or vſe phlebotomie without the 
direQtion of iudiciall Aſtrolo- 
gie: but if they ſhall tollow this 
courſe alwaies, they mult needs 
kill many a man. Putthe caſe 
thata man full bodiedis taken 
witha pleuriſie, themoone be- 
ing 
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ing in Zocwhat mult be done? 
Thelearned in this art ſay, he 
wult preſently belet blood: bur 
by Altcologie a ſtay mutt be 
made,till the moone be remoo- 
ved frem Leo to thehouſeof the 
ſunne: butby that time the im- 
poltume wil be ſo much encrea- 
ſed by the gatheringtogither of 
the humors, that it can neither 
be ditlolned nor ripened : and 
by this meanes the licke pattie 
wanting helpe in time, ſhall die 
either by inflammation, or by 
dj the conſumption of the lungs. 
WBSL-2ngli>1. Apaine, when a man isficke of 
Fs pit23-2C che Squinancie, or ofthe feauer 
WEFcalled am- called Spmarchns,the moone then 
EF Fcusmedi- being in malignant aſpeds with 
Hy mw. anyof the infortunate planets 
(as Altrologers vietoſpeake)it 
letting of blood be deferred till 
the moone be freed from the 
torefaidaſpedts, the partie dies 
; vo 


» 
f,3 
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inthe Wa rg Therefore 
they are farrewidethat miniſter 
purgations andJetblood no o- 
therwiſe then they are counſel- 
led by the conſtitution of the 
ſtarres, whereas it is a farre bet- 
ter courſe to conlider the mat- 
ter of the diſea(c,with the diſpo- 
lition & ripening of it; as alſo 
the courſes and f1imptomes and 
crilis thereof. This beeing ſo, 
there is good cauſe that licke 
men ſhould as well be carefull 
to make choiſe of meete Phiſi- 
tians to whom they might com- 
mend thecareof their health,as 
they are carefull to makechoiſe 
of Lawycrs for their worldly 
ſuites,and Divuines for caſes of 
conſcience. 

Furthermore, all men muſt 
herebe warned to take hecde, 
that they vſe notſuch meanesas 
haue no warrant, Of this kinde 
are 
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area!l charmesoarſpels,of what 
words ſoeuer they conlift : cha- 
ractersand hgures cither in pa- 
per,wood,or waxe :all amulets, 
and ligatures, which ſerue to 
hang abour the necke or other | 
pon of thebodie, except they 
e grounded vpon ſome good 
natural reaſon ; as white peonie 
hung about the necke, is good 
againlt the falling licknes : and 
woolfe dung tied to the bodie 
is good again(t the cholicke, 
not by any inchantment,but by 
inward vertue. Otherwiſe they 
are all vaineand ſuperſtitious : 
becauſeneither by creation,nor 
by any ordinice in Gods word, 
have they any power toure a 
bodily diſeaſe. For words- can 
doe no more but {ignifie, and 
figures can doe no more but re- 
preſent. And yet ncuertheleſle 
theſe vnlawfull and abſurde 
meanes 


of dying well, 3; 


meanes are more vſed & (ought 
for of common people, then 
good phylicke. Butit (tands all 
men greatly in handin no wie 
to leeke forth to inchanters,and 
ſorcerers,which indeede are but 
witches and wizzards, though 
they are commonly called cun- 
ning or wiſe men and women. 
It were better for a man to die 
of his licknes, then to ſeeke re- 
couery by ſuch wicked perſons. 
For if any turne after ſuch as 
worke with ſpirits, and after ſooth= 


ſayers, to goe an whorins after 


them, the Lord will ſet his face a-Leui.26.6 
 gainſt them, and cut them off from 


among his people, When Aha- 
21a was licke, heſent to Baa 
zebyb to the god of Ekron to 
know whether he ſhould reco- 
uer or no: asthe mellengers 


weregoing, the Prophet Ehas 


met them, and aide, Goe andre- 
furue 
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turneto the King which ſent you, 
aud ſay vnto him, Thus ſaith the 
Lord, Is it not becauſe tberets no 
Godin Iſrael, that thou ſendeſt to 
inquire of Baalzebub the god of 
Ekren? thurefore thou ſhalt not 
come downe from thy bed on which 
thog art gone 7p, but ſaalt die the 
d:ath, Therefore ſuch kinde of 
helpe is ſo farre from curing a» 
ny paine orlicknes,thatit rather 
doublerh them and faſteneth 
them vpon vs. 

Thus much of the meanes of 
health: now followes the maner 
of viing the meanes; concer- 
ning which, three rules muſt be 
followed, Firſt of all, hethat is 
to take phylicke,mult not onely 
prepare his body, as phyſitians 
doe preſcribe; but hemult alſo 

repare his ſoule by humbling 
hinoſelfe vnder the hand of god 
in his ſicknetle for his ſinnes, 
and 
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and make earnelt praierto God 
forthe pardon of them hefore 
20 any medicine come in his body.” 
to | Nowe that this-order ought to 
of || be ved, appeares plainely in 


ot | this, that(icknes. ſprings from 
<< | ourlinnesas froma root,wbich 
he | ſhould firſt of all be ſtocked vp, 
of | thatthebraunches might more \ 
a> | cealilydie. And therefore 4/2 
zer | commended for many other 


th | things,is blamed for this by the , 
holy Ghoſt, thatheſouzht not —_ 
of | totheLord, but to the Phyliti- 


jer | ans,&puthistruſtinthem. Of- 
er- | fentimesit come3to patie, that 
be diſeaſes curable in themſelues, 
is are madeincurable by the lins 
ly | andtheimpenitecieof the par- 
NS tie: and therefore the beſt wayits 
Iſo Þþ for them thatwould have- eafe, 
ng whegod begins tocorre&t them 
od by lickneg;thenalſo to begin to 

humble themſelues for ail their 


linnes, 


EF 3.Tinc4, 3, 0f God and praier, aswe do our | 
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{nnes,andturne vnto God. 


The fecondrule is,that when 
we-haue prepared our ſelues, 
andare about to vſe phylicke, 
we muſt fandifieitby the word | 


meateand drinke. For by the þ 
werd we muft hane our war. | | 
rant,that the medicines preſcri- | ' 
bedarelawfull and good ;. and Þ ! 
by praier wee mult intreate the | | 
Lord fora bleſling vpon them, | | 
inreſtoring of health,ifit be the Þ ' 
200d will of God. | F 

The third rule is, that wee | © 
muſt carrie in mind the right & | N 
proper ende of phylicke, leaſt | * 


wedeceiue our ſelues, Wemuſt | £ 
nottherefore thinke that- phy- B 
:fickeſcrues to preuent olde age | 4 
or death it ſelfe. For thatis not | © 
poſlible, becaufe God hath ſet || 't 
downe that all men ſhaldieand | 7 
bechanged, And life conſiftsin of 


atcm- 
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a temperature and proportion 
of natural heat and radical moi- 
fture, which moilture beeing 
once conſumed by the former 
heat,is by arteynrepairablezand 
therefore death mult needs fol- 
low. Butthe true endeof phy- 


| ſicke isto continue and lengr 
| thenthelife of manto his natu- 
| rall period z which is when na- 
| ture, that hath bin long prefer- 
{ ued by all poſſible meanes, is 
| now wholly fpent, Now this pe- 
| riod, tnough itcan not be leng- 
| thened by any skillof man, yet 
| mayit calily be ſhortned, by in- 


temperancein diet,by (a)drun- a[nrercutas | 
kennes, and by violent difeafes, neuscarnis| 
But caremuſt be had to auoide fex- 
'Þ alſucheuils.that theli — 

i 


| of corporalllife mayburneti 
| it goe out of itfelfe. For this ve- 


iy ſpaceof time is the very day 


{ ofgraceand (aluation:& where- 


IS 


| 
| 
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as god in juſtice might haue cut 
vsoffand have vtterly deſtroy- 
ed vs, yet in great mercie he 
gives vsthus much time,thatwe 
might prepare our ſelues to his 
kingdome: which time when it 
is once ſpent,ifa man would re- 
deeme it with the price of ten 
thouſand worlds hecannot haue 
It, | | 
And toconclude this point 
touching phylicke, I will here 
ſet downe tworeſpeciall duties of 
-the phylitian himſelfe,The firſt 


is,thatin'the want and defect of | 


fuchas areto put licke men in 
 mindeof their linnes,it 1s a duty 
ſpecially concerning him,hebe- 
ing amemberof Chriſt, to ad- 


uertiſe his partiesthattheymult þ 
truely humble themſelues, and Þ 
pray feruently. to'God for the 
pardon cf all their {innes : and} 
- furely this dutie would be more | 
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commonl  oraifed then itis,if 
all phylitians did conſider that 
oftentimes they-wantgood ſuc- 
celle in their dealings, not be- 
cauſe there is any- want inarte, 
or good will, but becauſe the 
partie with whome they deale is 
impenitent.The ſecond duty is, 
when he ſees manifeſt lignes of 
death in.his patient, not to de- 


| part concealing them, bur firſt 


ofall tocertifiethepatient ther- 
of. There may bee andis too- 
much nicenes in ſuch conceale- 
ments. and the-plaine truth in- 
thiscaſe knowne, igvery profi- 


| table. For when the partie is- 


certen of his end,itbereaueshim 
ad- 
ault Þ 


of all confidence: in earthly 
things, & makes him putall his. 


and Þ aftianceinthe meere mercie of 
the || God. When Ezechiaswas licke; 
and }| the Prophet ſpeakes plainely to: 


1orc} him,*and fait 


Ons 


, Set thine houſe 
G in. 


_— 
« © II87 


4 s Cor, 1.9. 
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 #n order: forthou muſt die, And. 


what good wee may reape by 
knowing certainly that we haue 
receiued theſentence of death, 
Paul ſheweth when he ſaith. we 
receized the [entence of death in 
eur ſelues, becauſe we ſhould nt 
truſt inour ſelues, but in Gad that 
raiſeth the dead, 

Having thusſeene what bee 
the duties of the ſicke man to 


| himfelfe,letvs now fee whatbee 


the duties which hee oweth to 
his neighbour;and they aretwo. 
Thefirltis the dutie of reconci- 
liation,whereby hee is freely to 
forgiueall men,and to delire to 
be forgiuen of all. In the olde 
teſtament, when a man was to 


offer a bullocke orlambe in ſa- 
crifice to God, he mult leaue his 
offeringat the altar, andfirſt go 
and bee reconciled to- his bre- 


thren,if they had ought aFainſt 


him + 
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him: much morethen muſt this: , 
bedone, whenwe are in death: 
to offer vp our felues, our bo-: 
diesand ſoules,asan acceptable: 
ſacrifice vato God. ueſtion.. 
Whatif a man cannot came to 
the ſpeech of them with whome 
he would be reconciled?or if he 
doe, what if they willnot be re- 
conciled? Anſw,.When any ſhall 
in their {icknelle ſeeke and de- 
tire reconciliation, and cannot 
obtaineit, either becauſe the 
parties are abſent, or becauſe 
they will not relent ; they 
haue diſcharged their conſci- 
ence , and God will accept 
their will for the deede. As 
put caſe, a man lying licke | 
on. his death bedde., is at 
enmitie with one that is be- 
yond the ſea ; ſo as hecannot 
poſſibly haue any ſpeech with 

im, if hewould neuer ſo faine,, 
— G 2 how 


« {EN 


<em> Pr. it 


Tm AI er Hf Ita = | hranr $6. po tee x 
we « h——_ —_ —— __ re 


142 Therightw 
how ſhall he ay his. minde? 
why,he muſt remember that in 
this caſe,a will and delire to be 
reconciled, is reconciliation it 
ſelfe. 

Theſecond duty is,that thoſe 
which are rulers & gouernours 
of others,mult hauecare & take 
order that their charges com- 
mitted to them by God, be left 
ingood eſtate after their death: 
& here comethree duties to be 
handled; thefirlt of the Magi- 
ſtrate, the ſecond of the Mini- 
Ner,the third of the Maſter of 
thefamily.The Magiſtrates du- 
ty is,beforeliedie to provide,as 
muchas hecan, for the godly 
& peaceable eſtate of the towne, | 


citie, or common-wealth : and 


that is donepartly by procuring 
the maintenanceoffound religi- 
on and vertue, and partly by e= 
{tabliſhing 


# 
4 


y 
L 


« | 
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{tabliſhingof the execution of 
ciuil iuſtice and outward peace, 


Examples of ' the praRtiſe in 


Gods wordare theſe, VWhe o- Deur.zi.i, 


ſeswas an hundred and twentie 
yeareold,and was no. moreable 
to goin and out beforethe peo- 


; ple of Iſrael, hecalled them be- 


ore him, and ſignified thatthe 
time of his departure was at 
hand, and thereupon tooke or+ 
der for their wel-fare after his 
death. And firſt of all,he placed 


Ioſua ouer the in his ſtead, tobe. - 


| their guid tothe promiſed land: 
{ ſecondly,hegiuesſpecialcharge 


toall the people,tobevaliant & 


{ couragious againſt- their ene- 


dements of God. And JIoſua 


| followestheſamecourſe. For he 


callsthe people togither,&tells 
the thatthetimeof his death is 
at hand, & giues them a charge 

"2 to 


mies, and to obey the comman- lol.2f, - 


87 x,Pet.l.x5 
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to be couragious, 'and to wor- 

ſhipthe true God: which done, 
| heeendes his daies as a worthy 


. captaine, When king Dazid 


was to goe the way of all fleſh, 
andlaylicke on his death-bed; 
he placed his owne ſon Salomon 
vpon his throne, and gaue him 
charge,both for maintenanceof 
religion, and exequution of iu- 
ſtice. | 
Theduty of Miniſters when 
theyaredyingis,asmuchas they 
can, tocalt and prouidefor the 
continuance of the. good eſtate 
ofthe Church ouer which they 
are placed. Conlider the exam- 


_pleof Peter: /wil {faith he) w- 
' deauonr alwaies, that yee alſo may 


be able to hane remembrance of 
theſethings after my departure, It 
this had bin wel obſerued, there 
could not haue binſuch aboun- 
danceof (chilmes, ae == 
4 erc- 
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VOr- .hereſfies as hath beene,. and the 
NC, ; ; 


4-3 
dd, 


Churchof God could not haue 
ſuffered ſo great hanocke, But 
becauſe me haue had morecare 
to maintaine perſonal ſuccellis, 
then theright ſucceſſion, which 


ſtandes in the docrineof the 
Prophets and Apoſtles: there- gg, ,o 1g; 
fore wolues haue come into the 2. The, 2.1 


roomes of faithtull teachers, & 
the Apoſtalie, of which Pazl 
ſpeaks,hath ouerſpread the face 
of the Church. 

Thirdly, houſholders muſt 
ſet their families in order before 
they die,as the Prophet E/ay ſai- 


eth to Ezechiah. Set thine houſe lf , 


in order:for thou muſt die, For the 
procuringof good orderin the 
family after death, two things 
areto bee done. The firſt con- 
cernes this life,and that is to di- 
{poſe of landes and goods. And 
that this may be well and wiſely 


G 4 done; 


| 


{ 
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donezif the Will bevnamade,jt 


is with godly aduiſe and coun- |* 
ſell to be made in thetime of |- 


lickneſle ;zaccording to the pra- 
ile of auncient & worthy me, 
Abrahabeforehis death makes 
His will, &giues legacies: fodid 
Tſaac ; and laceb, in whoſe laſt 


will and teſtament are contai- 


ned many worthy bleſſings and 
prophelies of the eſtate of his 
childre. AndChriſt our Sauiour 
when he was vpon the crolle 
prouided for his mother, ſpeci- 
ally commending her to his diſ- 
ciple 7ohn whom hee loued. 
And indeede this dutie of ma- 
king awill, isa matter of op 
weight and importance: for it 
cuts off much hatred and con- 
tention in families, and it ſtaies 
many ſuites in lawe. It is not 
therefore alwaiesa matter of in- 
differencie, which may bedone 
or 
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7 or not done, as many fallely 


F.5 
* 
% 


| thinke,who vpon blinde and (1- 


ws 
'F 
, 


{+ making, wils., either becauſe 
: 
' haue their decaied eſtate to be 
- concealed;or becauſe they feare 
| they ſhalldie the ſooner if the 


niſter reſpe&s abſtaine from 


their wealth ſhould not bee 
knowne, or becauſe they would 


will be once made, 
Now though the making of 


| wils — to another place 
' andprofelſis, yet ſomuch may 
y 


be ſpoken here as the hol 
Ghoſt hath vtteredin theword: 
and that I wil reduceto certaine 
rules, Thefirſt is, thatthewill 
mult be made according to the 
law of nature, and the written 
word of God,and the goodand 
wholeſome: politiue lawes of 
that kingdom or cuntry wherof 
a manis amember, Fhewill. of 


God mult be the rule of mans 
will. 
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will. And therefore the will that 
is madeagainſt any of theſe, is 
faultie. Theſecondis, that if 
goods ewllgotten benoc reſto- 
red before.they muſt even then 
be reſtored by will, or by fome | 
other way, Itis the practiſe of | 
couvetous mEts bequeath their Þ- 
ſoules when they dieto God, & 
withall to bequeath their goods 
euill gotten to their children & | 
friends; which in all equitie | 
ſhould bce reſtored to them ÞF 
to whom they belong. ©neff. | 
Howeifa mans conſcience tell 
him that his goods be euill got- 
ten, and he knowes not where, 
orto whome to make reſtituti- 
on? Arſ., The cafeis common, & 
the anſwer is this: When he is 
known whom thou haſt wrong - 
ed,reltoreto him particularly:if 
the partie be vnknown,or dead, 
reſtore to his executors or af- 
[i2nes, 


\ 
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ſignes,or to hisnext kin:ifthere 
be none, yet keepe not goods e- 
vill gotten to thy ſelfe, but re- 
ſtore to God, thatis, inway of 
recompenceandciuil fatisfacti- 
on,beltow them on the Church 
or common-wealth. The third - 
ruleis, that heads of families 
mult principally beſtowe their 
goods on their owne children, , , 
and them that be of their kin- : + 
dred.Thi man (ith God to A- Gen.7.1, 
braham of Eleazara ſtraunger) 
ſhall not be thine heire, but the ſon 
which ſhal come of thy loynes. And 
this was Gods commaundemet 
to the Iſraelites, that when any Num.27,! 
man dies, his' ſonneſhould be 17. 
his heire,& if hehauenoſonne; 
then his daughter:& if he liaue, 
no daughter, then his brethren? 
and ifhehaueno brethren,then 
his fathers brethren : and if that 
there be none, then the =_ 
| O 
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of the kinne whoſoeuer. And 
Rom 8.17. Parl(aith, If ye be ſonnes, then al- 
ſo heires:and againe, He that pro- 
#ides not for his owne, and namely, 

; for them of his houſhold, ts: worſe 
-Jim.5.8, thenaninfidell. Therefore it is a 
fault ofany manto alienate his 

goods or lands, wholly & final- 
"RY ly from- his bloodand ſo 
xepub. 1,2. fic Ttisa thing whichthevery 
rilt.pol. 1, law of nature it ſelfe hath con- 
cap.9... '\demned, Againe, itisa fault to 
giveallto theeldeſt, and no- 
thing inreſpet to the reſt ; as 
| though the eldeſt were borne 
to be gentlemen, & yonger bre- 

 -»  thren borne to bearethe wallet. 
| Yet in equitie the eldeſt muſt 
hauemorethenany; euen be- 
cauſe heisthe eldelt, & becaufe 
ſtocks and families in their per- 

ſons areto be maintained ; and 
becauſe there nwuſt alwaies be 
ſome thatmult be firteto doe 

| ſpeciall 
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ſpeciall ſeruice inthe peace of 
the common weale, or in the 
time of warre: which could not 
be, if goods ſhould beequall 

parted toal.The fourth and laſt 
ruleis, thatno Willis of force 


till the teſtatour be dead, for ſo Heb 9.is, 


long as heisaliue, he may alter 
and changeit, Theſerules mult 
be remembred,becaulc they are 
recorded in Scripture: the ope- 
ning of other points & circum- 
ſtances belongeth to the profel- 
ſion of the faw. 

Theſecond dutie of the ma- 
ſterof the familie, concerneth 
the ſouſes of fuch as be vnder 
his gouernment: andthatis to 
ginecharge to them, that they 
learne, belecue, and obey the 

true religion,thatis,thedoArine 
| of Saluation ſer downe in the 

writings of the Prophets & A- 
| poltles. TheLord himſelfe c6- 
| mends A= 
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Abraham tor this: 1 knowe A- 
braham, faith he,that he will com- 
mand his (onnes, and his houſhold 
after him, that they keepethe way 
of the Lord to doe righteouſnes and 
indgement. And Danuid giues Sa- 
tomon on his death-bed a moſt 
notable & folemnecharge, the 


ſumme and ſubſtance whereof 


is, toknow the God of his fa- 
thers, and toſerue him: which 
beeing done, he further com- 
mends him to God by prayer: 
for which purpoſe the 72. pſal. 


was made, This practiſe of his is 


to be followed of all. Thus go- 
uernours, when they ſhall care- 
fully diſpoſe of their goods,and 
giue charge totheir poſteritie 
touching the worſhip of God, 
ſhall greatly honour God dying 

as well as living. 
Hitherto I haueintreated of 
the two-fold preparatis which 
i 
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is to goe befoentunh : now fol- 
lows the ſecond part of Dying- 
well, namely, thediſpolitionin 
death. This difpolition is 'no- 
thing els buta religiousand ho-: 
ly behauiour ſpecially. towards 
God, when we arein, or neare 
theagonieand pang of death. 
This behauiour containes three 
ſpeciallduties, The firſt is,to die 
in orby faith. To dieby faith is, 
whe a man in thetime of death 
doth with all his heart rely him- 
ſelfe wholly on Gods fpeciall 
loue andfauoure and merciein 
Chrift, as itisreuealed in the 
word, And though there beno 
part of mans life void of juſt oc-. 
calions whereby we may put 
faith in practiſe, yettheſpeciall 
timeof allis the pang of death, 
when friends, and riches, and 
pleaſures, and the outward ſen- 
ſes,& temperalllife, &all earth. 


ly 


» 
f 
| 


t 


| 


| 
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ly helpes forſake vs. For then 
erue faith maketh vs to gowhol- 
ly out of our felues, and.to de- 
ſpaireof comfort and faluation 
mreſped of an earthly thing; 
& with all the power & (trength 
of the heart, to reſt on the pure 
mercie of God. This made Z#- 
ther both thinke andſay, that 
men were- belt Chriſtians in 
death, An exampleofthis faith 
we have in Dawd, who when 
he ſawenothing before his cies. 
butpreſent death,the pecplein- 
tendingto ſtone him, comforted 
him atthat very inſtant (asthe 
text ſaith) inthe Lord his Ged. 
And thiscomfort hereaped, in 
thatby faith he applied vnto 
his own ſoule the mercifull pro- 
miſes of God zas he ceſtifierh of 
himſelfe:R emember(faith he)the 


Sopromiſe made to thy [eruant where- 


in thox. baſt cauſed me totruft. It 


25 my 


; 
4 
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my comfort in trouble: for thy pro- 


miſe hath quickned me. Againe, Pſ.73+26. 


My fleſh failed and my heart alſo, 
hd 6 the Shiogb of "uy 
heart, and my portion for ener. 
Now looke what Daxid: here 
did, the ſame muſt euery one of 
vs do inthe likecaſe;: When the 
Iſraelites in the wildernes were 
ſtung with fierie ſerpents, and 
lay atthe point of death, they 
looked vp tothebraſen ſerpent 
which was erected by the ap- 
pointment of God, and were 
preſently healed: euenſowhen 
any man feeles death to drawe 
neere,& his fierie ſting topierce 
the heart, he muſt fixethe eye 
of atrueand lively faithvpon 
Chriſt, exalted and crucified on 
the croſle, which beeing done, 
heſhalby death enter into eter- 
nall life, | | 

Now becauſe true faith is no 


dead thing, it mult be exprelled 
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by eſpeciall ations; the princ# 
pall : whereof is |inuocation , 
wherby either praier or thank: 
giuing is directed vnto God. 
When death had ſeazed vpon 
the body of acob, he railed vp 
Himſelfe, and turning his face 
rowards the beddes head,leaned 
on the toppe of his ſtaffe by rea- 
{on of his feeblenes, and praied 
ynto God: which praier of his 
was an excellent fruite of: his 
faith. Tobswite in the middelt 
of his afflition ſaid vnto him to 
very good purpoſe. Bleſſe God 
and die, I knowe and graunt that 
thewords are commonly tran- 
ſlated otherwiſe, Crr/e God and 
dic:but(as Itakeit)the former is 
the beſt. For itis not like that in 
ſoexcellentafamilie, any one 
perſon, much letle a matrone 
and principallgouernour there- 
of, would giue ſuch lewde and 
wretched 


Jy —" " KO” V  Y 
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wretched — which the 
molt wicked man vpon earth, 
hauing no morebutthe light of 
nature,would not once giue,but 
rather much abhorre and con- 
demne.And though 7b call her 
a fooliſh woman, yet he doth it 
not becaule ſhee went about to 
perlwade him to blaſpheme 
God ; but becauſe ſheewas of 


- the minde of Jobs friends, and 


athoughtthathe ſtood to much , pg .n 
inaconceit of his owne righte- thou con- 
ouſnes. Now the effe&t & mea- tinue yet | 
ning of her councell is this:b/eſſe 2 _ Wl 
God,that is, husband, no doubt he _ 
thou art by the extremitie of ”" 
thine affliction at deathsdoore; 
therefore begin now at length 

to lay alide the great ouerwee- 

ning which thou haſt of thine 
owne righteouſnelle, acknow- 
ledge the hand of God vpan 
thee for thy lins, confelle them 
 _vnto 


ende thy daies. T his counſell is 
very good andto bee followed 
of all : though it may be theap- 
plyingof it (as [ob well percci- 
ved )is mixt with follie. 
Here it may bealleadged, that 
in the pangs of death men want 
_ their Clan conuenient vt- 
terance,and therefore that they 
arevnableto pray. Ay/.Theve- 
ry {lighes,ſobs, and grones of a 
repentant and beleeuing heart, 
arepraiers before God, euen as 
eftceuall,as if they were vttered 
'by the beſt voice in the world, 
Praier ſtands inthe affeRion of 
the heart, the voice is but an 
outward melſenger therof.God 
lookes not vpon the ſpeech,but 
| vpon the heart, Dawidſaith,God 
| Pfo10.17.& heres the deſire of the poore : a= 
| 24529% gaine, That hewill filfill the de- 
| fres 


158 Ther: m_ 
vnto him giuing him theglorie, Þ' 
pray for the pardon of them, & 
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fires of them- that heare him- : 
yea, their very teares areloud 
lis Þ and ſounding praiers in his 
ed cares, | 
p- | Againe, faith may otherwiſe 
ei- be exprelled by the Laſt woraes, 
which for the moſt partof them 
at | thathavetruly ſerued God, are 
nt | veryexcellentand comfortable 
7t- | andfull of grace: ſomechoiſe 
ey | examples whereof I will re- 
7e | hearfeforinſtruftions fake and g.,, a 
"a for imitation. Thelaft words of ; 
rt, | Jacob werethole, whereby asa 
as | Prophethe foretolde bleſſing 
ed || andcurſesypon his” children : 
d, || andthe principalt among the 
of reſt were theſe, The {cepter ſhall y.io, 
an nt depart from Inda, and the law- 
»d guner from betweene his feete, till , g 
ut Shilo cormze: and, O Lord, I lave © 
od waited for thy ſaluation, The laſt 
a- | wordesof Moſes are his moſt 
excellent ſong ſer downe, Deurt. 


chap, 


þ 
_— 
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chap. 32. andthe laſt words of 
Danid were theſe, The ſpirit of 
the Lord ſþ ake by me, and his word 
ws in my tongue : the God of Iſrael 
| 3:840,23- ſbaketome, the firength of Iſrael 
| ſaid, Beare rule ouer men,Gc, 
T he words of Z acharias the ſon 
of m_ when hewas ſtoned 
®V were, The Lord looke wpon it and 
_"_— " requireit, Thelaſt words of our 
Sauiour Chriſt when he was 
dying vpon the crotle, are moſt 
admirable, and ſtored with a- 
boundanceof ſpiritual grace. 1, 
To his father heſaith, Father, 
ESE Luk.23. 24 forgive them, they know not what 
* they doe.2.tothe thicke, Verity I 
WRT ſay vntothee, this night ſhalt To 
ERS loh.19.26, Ge with meemparadiſe. 3. to his 

*pRÞ 22, mother, other, behold thy ſon: 


verſ.4 Zo 


4Aand in his agonie, 24y God,thy 
: God,why haſt thou forſaken meets, 
and earneſtly deliring our falua- 
g tion, 


OOO bar, 27.45, and to Tohn, behold my mother . 
| mn * .* 
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1, Behofd,Tſee the heanens open, 


| andthe ſonne of man ſtanding at 


the right hand of God 2. . Lord le- 
ſus receine my ſpirit.3.Lord lay not 


this ſnne to their charge. Ot Po-Euſ,q.c.rs. 


lycarpe, Thou art a true God 
without lying therefore in all things 
Ipraiſe thee,and bleſſe thee, and 
glorifie thee by the eternall God & 
high Prieſt leſws Chriſt thine ouc- 
ly beloued Some, by whome and 
with whome, tothee, andthe holy 
ſfperit,be all glorie now and for | e- 


ver,Of [pnatine, T care not what xc 2.66 


kinde of death 1 die:1 amthe bread 30. 


of the Lord and muſt be grounde 
with the teeth of lyons, that I may 
be cleane bread for Chriſt, who « 

fo the 


| tion,1thirſf, 6.and when he had lohuyp. 20, 
| madeperfedt fatisfation,lt 5 ji- 
| ed, 7.and when bodie and 
| foulewere parting, Father, into Luk.z 3.48. 
| thy hands 1 commend my ſpirtt, 
| Thelaſt words of Steuer were, Aa 


ver,z0, 


9.56; 


532 
60 


262 The right way 


ine:netther doe I feare death, be. 


cauſe we haue a good Lord, Of ; 


Auguſtine, 1. He 15 no great man 
that thinkes it a great matter that 


roo 4 trees and ſtones fall and mortall 
GO ABoGe"" ren die. 2.1uſt art thou,O Lord, & 


righteous it thy imdgement. Of 
Bernard, 1. An admoniticn to hu 
brethren that they would grounat 
the anchor of their faith ana hope 
in the ſafe and ſure port of Goas 
mercie, 2, Becauſe(ſaith he) 1 
ſuppoſe I carmot leaue unto you 

choiſe examples ef religion, I com- 
mend threeto be imitated of you, 
which [remember that Ihaue 0ob- 
ſerned in the race which 1 haue 
run as much as poſſivly Tcould, 1.1 
gaueleſſe heed ro mine own ſenſe & 
reaſenthen ta the ſenſe and reaſon 


of other men,2, When 1 was hurt, I 


ſought 


| the bread of liſe for mee. Of Am. 


Paulinus 1 
vita pms broſe, 1 haut not ſo led my life 


among you as if I were aſhamed to 


the burt, 3. Thad care to gmeof- 
| fenceto no man, and if ut fell out 0- 


AIG RI 
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ſought not renenge on him that did 


 therwiſe, Itocke it away as Icould, 
| OfZwinglius, whenin the field 
| hewas wounded vnder the chin 


| withaſpeare ;zO what bapis this ? Oſnold | 
| goto,they may kull my bodie,but my Mycon. 


Occolampa- 


ſoule they cannot. 


| dius. t. Anexhortation tothe mi- 


niſters of the Church to maintaine 
the puratic of doltrine, to ſhewe 
forth an example of honeſt and 
godly connerſation,to be conſtant 
patzet under the croſſe, 2, Of him- 
ſelfe. Whereas I am charged tobe 
a corrupter of the truth, I weigh it 
not : now 1 am going tothe triby= 
nall of Chriſt and that with good 
conſcience by the grace of God, and 
there it ſhall bee manifeſt that I 
haue not ſeduced the Church.Of 
this my (aying & conteſtatio,T leaue 
10u as witneſſes, and 1 confirm it 
3. with, 
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with this my laſt breath, 3, To his 


children, Lawe God thefathey : & 
turning hinifelf to his kinsfolks; 
Thane boxd you((aith he)with this 
conteſt ation:you (which they heare 


and haue deſired) ſhall doe. your in- | 
' deauonr, that theſe my- children | 

. may begodly, andpeaceable, and 
true, 4. to his friend comming 
vnto him, What fall I ſay wnto 
yore? Newes, I ſhall be ſhortly with 
Chriſt my Lord, 5.beeingasked 

wherher thelight did not trou:- 

bile him, touching his breaſt, 

there 5 light exough.(aith he.6.he 

rehearſed the whole one & fif- 

tie plaltnewith deepe ſighesfr6 

the bottome of his breaſt.7.a l+- 

 tleaſter, Save me Lord leſs. Of 
Luther, My heanenly Father , 
God and father of onr Lord Teſm 
Chriſt, Ged of all comfort, I gine 
theethaiks that thou haſt renealed 
vnutame thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
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Thane Fa Ac, | whom Thane pro- 

e([ed, whome I haue loued, whome 
[haut praiſed, whome the Biſhop of 
Rome and the whole companie of 
the wicked perſecuteth and rent- 
lth, I pray thee my Lord Teſus 
Chriſt recetue my poore ſoule : my 
heauenty father, though I be taken 


from hi life,ard this bodie of mine 


z to belaid downe,yet 1 kicow certe- 
[y,that I ſhall remaine with thee for 
ener neither ſnall any be able topull 
me out of thy hand. Of Hooper,0 
Lord Teſs ſon of Dauid have mer- 
cie on me and receine my ſoule, Of 
Annas Burgius, . Forſake me not 
O Lora, leaſt 1 ferſake thee. Of 
Melan&hon, IF :t be the will of 
God 1 am willing to die, and I be- 
ſeech himthat he will graunt me 4 
royfull departure, Of Calvine. 1, 
Theld my rongue becauſe thou lord 
haſt done it. 2.1 mourned as a done, 
3.Lord thos grindeſt me to powder 
H 2 but 


| IGen.50,24. 
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but it ſufficeth me becauſe tt t; thy 
hand, Of Peter Martyr, that hu 
body was weake, but his minde was 
well: thas hee achyowledged no life 
or ſaluation but only in Chriſt who 
was ginenof the fatherto bee are. 
deemer of mankinde: and when hee 
had confirmed this by teſtimonie of 
Scripture, he added, This my 
faith in which [ will die : and God 
will deſtroy thems that teach other- 
wi/e,T his done, he ſhooke hads 
with all and faid, Farewel my 
brethren and dcare friends, I 
were calle toquote more exam- 
ples, but thele fewe may bee in 
ſtead of many : & the ſummeof 
al that godlymeſpeake in death 
isthis: Someenlightned with a 
prophetical ſpirit foretell things 
to come,as the Patriarkes [acob 
and 7oſeph did; and there haue 
bin ſomewhich by name haue 
teſtified who ſhould very mo 
] Es: y 
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ly came after them , and who 


| ſhould remaine aliue, and what 
| ſhould becheir condition: ſome 
| haue ſhewed a wonderfull me- 
| morie of things paſt, as of their 
| formerlife, andof the benefits 
of GoJ;&nodoubtit was giuen 
| themto [tirrevp holy affections 
' andthankſgiuing to God: ſome 
 againe rightly-iudging of the 


change of their preſent eſtate 
for a better, doe reioyce excee- 
dingly, thatthey muſt be tran- 
Hated from earth to paradiſe: as 
Babylas Martyr of Antioch, 
when his head was to be chop- 


pedoff, R etwurne (faith he) O My Put 6,7.3. 
foule unto thy reſt: becauſe thelord, 


hath bleſſed thee: becauſethon haſt 
deliuered my ſonle from death, 
mine cies from teares, and my feete 
fro fallmng, I ſhall walke before Je- 
houa in the land of the lining, And 
fome others fpake of the vanity 
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of this life, of the imaginatis of 
the ſorrowes of death, of the be. 
ginnings of eternall life, of the 
comfort of the holy Ghoſt 
which they feele,of their depar- 
turevnto Chrilt. | 

Dueſt, What muſt we thinke 
if inthetimeof deathſuch ex- 
cellent ſpeeches bewanting:and 
inſtead thereof idle talke bey- 
ſed? Avuſw. Wemult conlider 
the kinde of ſickneile whereof 


 meEdie, whetherit be moreealie 


or violent : for violent licknelle 
is viſually accompanied with 
frenſies, and with vnſeemely 
motions and geſtures, which we 
are totake ingood part euen in 
this regard, becauſe we our 
ſelues may beinthelike caſe. 
Thus much of the firlt duty 
whichistodie in faith: theſe- 
cond igtodiein-obedience : 0- 
therwiſe our death cannot be 
By ACccep- 


# 
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acceptableto Godberwle wee 


| ſeeme to:come vnto God of 


fcare and. conſtraint, as ſlaves 
toamalter, andnot of Joueas 
children toa father, Now to die 
in obedience is, when a man Is 
willing & readieand deſirous to 
gocout of this world whenſoe- 
uer God ſhallcall him, and that 
without murmuring or repl- 
ning,at what time, where, and 


when it ſhall pleaſe God, Whe-g,, 
_ ther weliueor die, faith Pau/we Is 
doe it not to our (elues but vato 


God; and therefore mans dutie 
is to be obedient to God in 
deathasin life. Chriſt is our 
example in this caſe, who in his 
agonie praied Father, lt this cup 
paſſefrome, yet with a ſubmiſlt- 


_ON,y0t 72929 will,but thy will be done: 
| teachin 


vsin the very pangs 
of death toreligne our ſelues 
to the good pleaſure of God. 
| H 4 When 
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170 The right way 
When the prophet tolde king 
Ezechias of death, preſently 
without all manner of grudgi 
or repining hee addretled him- 
ſelfe to praier, Wearecomman- 
ded to preſent our ſelues vnto 
Godas freewillofferings, with- 
out any limitation of time, and 
therefore as well in deathasin 
life. I conclude then that we are 
to makeas much conſcience in 
performing obedience to god 
inſuffering death,as wee doe of 
any conſcience in the courſe of 
ourliues. 

The third dutie isto render 
vp our ſoules into the handes of 

God, as the moſt faithfull kee- 
per of all. This isthe laſt duty of 
a Chriſtian, and itis ——_—_ 
vnto vs in theexampleof Chriſt 
ypon thecrolleg, who in theve- 
ry pangs of death when the dil- 
folution of bodice & ſoule drewe 
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king 
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him- 
man- 
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of dying well. > + 
on laid, Korn into thy hands 1 Luk.1s. 
commend my ſpirit and logaue v p 
the ghoſt, Thelike was done by 
Stern, who when he was ſto- 
nedto death,ſaid, Lord Teſusre- , ., 
ceine my ſpirit, And Danid in his Pal.3;s, 
life time beeingin daunger of | 
death vſed theveryſamewords 
that Chriſt vttered. 

Thus we ſee what be the du- 
ties which weare to perform in 
the very pangs of death,thatwe 
may cometoeternalllife.Some 
men will happily ſay, If this be 
all,to die in faith and obedience 
and to ſurrenderour ſoules into 
Gods hands,we will not greatly 
care for any preparatis before- 
hand, nor trouble our ſelues 
much about theright manner 
of dying well:for we doubt not, 
but that when death ſhall come, 
we ſhall be able to performe 
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172 Therightway 
all che former duties with eaſe, 
Auſwer, Let no man deceive 
himiſelfeby any falſe perſwalis, 
thinking with himſelfe that the 
praiſe of the foreſaid duties 
15a matter of eaſe: for ordinari- 
ly they ace not, neither can bee 
performed in death,vnles there 
be much preparation in the life 
before. Hee thatwill diein faith 
mutt rſt ofall live by faith:and 
thcre is butone example in all 
the whole Bibleof aman dying 
in faith that lined without faith ; 
namely, the thiefe vpon the 
crolle.The ſeruantsof God that 
are indued with-great meaſure 
of gracedo very hardly beleeue 
in thetimeof affliction. Indeed 
when Job was afflicted hee ſaid, 
T howgh the Lord kill me, yet will 1 
truſt in him : yet afterward, his 
faith beeing overcalt as. with a 
cloude, he faith, that God was 
become 
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| become his enemy, & that he had 
' ſethimas amarke to ſhoote at : & 
7 ſundrietimes his faith was op- 


pretſed with doubting and di- 
ſtruſt. How then ſhall they that 
neuer lived by faith nor inured 
themſelues tobelecue;beeable 
in the pang of death to reſt 
vpon the mercie of God, A- 
oaine, hethatwould die in 0+ 
bedience, mult firſt of all leade 
his life in obedience: hee that 
hathliued in diſobedicnce can 
not willingly and in obedience 
appeare before the iudgewhen 
hee is cited by death the ſerge- 
ant of the Lord: he dies indeed, 
but that is vpon necellitie, be- 
cauſe he mult yeeld to the order 
and courſe of nature as other 
creatures doe. T hirdly,hee that 
would ſurrender his ſoule into 
the hands of God mult bee re- 
ſolued of twothings : the one 
is 
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is that god can; Te other is,that 
God will receiue his foule into 
heauen and there preſerve it till 
the laſtiudgement. And none 
can be rcſoſued of this except 
he bauethe ſpirit of God to cer- 
tifie his conſciencethat heis re- 
deemed, iullified, ſanRified by 
Chriſt, and ſhall bee glorifed, 
Heethatis not thus perſwaded, 
darenotrender vp and preſent 
hisſoule vnto God. When Da- 
md ſaid, Lord into thy handes [ 
commend my ſþirit : what was the 
reaſon of this boJdneſlein hin)? 
ſurely nothing elfe but the per- 
ſwaſion of faith, as the next 
wordes import : for tho haſt rc- 
deemed me. O Lord God of trath. 
And thus it is manifeſt, that 
no man ordinarily can per- 
forme theſe duties dying, that 
hath not performed them li- 


uing. 
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| Thisbeeingfo, Idoeagaine 
nto | renewmy former exhortation, 
tell | beſeeching you that ye would 
one | praftiſetheduties of preparatt- 


ept | onin the courſe of your liues, 
er- | feadingthemdaily in faith and 
het obedience, and from time to 
by | time commending your ſelues 
d, into the hand of God, and ca- 
d, | ſting all yourworkes vpon his 
nt | prouidence. They, which haue 
4- | donethis haue mademoſt hap- 
[ pie and ble(fed endes, Enoch by 
C F| faithwalked with God, as one 
b that was alwaies in his preſence, 


4 Teading an vpright and godly 

t life, andthe Lord tooke him away Heb.Ili 5». 
that he ſhould not ſeedeath. And 

. this which befell Exoch, ſhall af- 

t ter a ſort befall themalſo that 

live in faith and obedience : be- 

cauſe death (hal beno death,but 

a (leepevnto them, and noe- 
nemie buta friend to bodie and 
* foule, 


| % 206,17, 
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foule. On the contrary let vs 
conliderthe wretched & miſe- 
rable endes of them that haue 
ſpent their daiesin their (innes 
without keeping faith & a good 
conſcience, The peopleof the 
old world were drowned in the 
flood; the blthy Sodomitesand 
Gomorrheans were deſtroyed 
with fire from heauen ; Dathan 
and Abiram with the company 
of Core were ſwallowed vp of 


FT Numb. x6, t2< carth, Core himfelfe (as it 
| 32.&Pfl, ſcemes by the text) being burnt 
with fire: wicked Sal and 4- 


chitophel and Judas deltroy 


- themſelues. Herodis eaten vp 


of wormes and gaue vp the 
ghoſt: /z/;au the Apoſltata {mit- 
tenwithadartin the field, died 
calting vp'his blood into the 
ayre & blefbening the name 
of Chriſt, iz the hereticke 
dicd vpon the ſtoole roar 
fort 
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forth his very entralls. And this 


vs || 
iſe. Þ very age affoards ſtore of like 
we | examples. Hoſfemeiſter a great 


nes | Papilt, as hewas going to thelll'yric de 
od | councill of Ralisbone to diſpute ***+ 
the | againlt the defeders of the Go- 
the | ſpel,was ſuddenlyin his journey 
nd | prevented by the hand of God, 
1d | andmiſerably died with horri- 
han | bleroaring and crying out. In 
ny the Vniuerlitie of Louaine z Fox booke 
Guarlacus alcarned Papilt fal- of atsand 
sit || ling ſicke, when he perceiued Mnumes, 
rnt | no waywith him butdeath, he 
A- | fellinto miſerable agonie and 
Oy perturbation-of ſpirit, crying 
vp | outof his finnes how miſerably 
the | hehad lived, and that hee was 
2Mit- | notabletoabidetheiudgement 
ied | of God, &ſocaſting out words 
the | of miſerable deſperation faide, 
me | his {ins were greater then they 
could be pardoned, and in that 
deſperation ended his daies. /4- 

| cobms 


178 Theright way 
cobus Latromus of the lame vni. 
uerſitieof Louaine,afrer that he 
had beene at Bruxels,and there 
thinking to doe a great ate a- 
eainſt Lzther and his fellowes, 
madeanoration before theEm. 
erour ſo fooliſhly and ridicu- 
Jouſly that he was laughed to 
ſcorne almoſt of the whole 
court:then returning fr6 thence 


. toLovaine againe, in his pub- 


like lequre he fell into open 
madneſle,vtteringſuch wordes 
of deſperatis and blaſphemous 
impietie, that other Diuines 
which were preſent, were faine 


 tocariechim away as he was ra- 


ulng, and to ſhue him intoa 
cloſechamber. From that time 
to his very laſt breath, he had 
never any thing elle in his 
mouth, butthat hewas damned 
and reiefted of God,and that 
there was no hope of — 
or 
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| forhim, becauſethatwittingly 
| andagainſt his knowledge, he 
! withllood the manifeſt truth of 
' Gods word, Creſcemus the 


Popes Legat and Vicegerent 
inthe councellof Trent, was 
ſitting all the day long vatill 
darke nightin _—— letters 
to the Pope: after his lavour 
whennight wascome, thinking 
to refreſh himſelfe, he began to 
riſe; andat his riling, behold 
there appeared to him a' migh- 
tie blacke dogge of an huge big- 
neſle,his eyes flaming with fire, 
& his cares hanging low downe 
well neare to the grounde, 
which beganne to'enter in and 
ſtraight tocometowardes him, 
and fo to couch vnger the 
boord. The Cardinall not a lit- 
tle amazed at the ſight there- 
of, ſomewhat recouering him- 


ſelfecalled immediately to his 
Sy ſer- 
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ſcruants which were in theout- 
ward chamber next by,to bring 
inacandle and toſ{eeke for the 
dogge. But when the dogge 
couldnot be found there nor 
inany other chamber about,the 
Cardinall thereupon ſtricken 
with a ſudden conceit of minde, 
immediately fel intoſuch a ick- 
nelle, whereof his Phylitians 
which he had about him could 
notwithall their induſtrie and 
cunning cure him: and there- 
upon he died, Stexen Gardiner, 
when acertaine Biſhop came 
vntohim and put him in minde 
of Peter denying his maſter, an- 
ſwered againe that he had deni- 
ed with Peter, but never repen- 
ted with Peter, and ſo(tovieM, 
Foxes words) ſtinkingly and vn- 
repentantly died, More exam- 
ples mightbeadded, but theſe 
ſhall ſuftice. —oalfez 
Againe 
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of dying well, i$r 
Againe, that we may be fur- 


{ therinduced tothe practiſeof 
| thele duties, letvs call tominde 
{ the vncertentie of our daies : 
' though we nowliue, yet who 
can ſay thathe ſhall be aliue the 
| nextday orthe next houre ?No» 


man hath aleaſe of his life. Now 
markez,as death leaues a man, ſo 
ſhall the laſt iudgement finde 
him: and therefore if death take 
him away vnprepared, eternall 
damnation followes without re- 
couerie. 'If a thiefe be brought 
from priſon either tothe barre 
to bee arraigned before the 
iudge, or to:theplace of execu- 
tion, he will bewaile his mif{de- 
meanour palt, and promiſe all 
reformation of life; ſobeit,he 
might be deliuered, though he 
be the molt arrant thiefethat e- 
uver was. In this caſewe areas 
tellonsor theeues : for weare e- 
uery 
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Geds iudgement, there is no 
{tay or ſtandingin the way,cuen 
asthe ſhip intheſea continues 
onphis courſe day & night whe- 

_ therthe marriners be ſleepin 
*er waking : therefore let vs aj 
prepare our ſelues and amende 
our lives betime, that in death 
wee may make a blelled ende, 
i Miniſters of the Goſpel doe 
F daily call forthe performance 
i of this dutie: but where almoſt 
| ſhal we findethe practiſe & obe- 
dience of it in mens liues& con- 
uerſations? Alas, alas, to lend 
[= our eares for the ſpace of an 
.f houreto heare the will of God 
th iscommon ; but to giue heart & 
'i | hand to doe the ſame, is rare. 
And thereaſon hereof jsathid: 
'F4 weare al molt grieuous linners, 
1 &euery ſinner inthe tearmes of 
Scriptureis a foole:andaprinci- 


pall 


uery day going tothebarre of 


| pall p 


| fort 

| tonegle&the OI of hea- 

| yen, to prouidefor the body & 
| notfor the ſoule, to. ca(t and 
| fore-caft howewe may liuve in 
' wealthand honour, and eaſe, 
' andnotto vſe the leaſt fore-caſt 
| rodiewell, This folly our Sa- 
| viour Chriſt noted inthe rich 


of dyme well, i137 
artof his folly is tocare 
ethings of this world and 


man that was carefull toinlarge | 
his barnes, but had nocareatall x,y, x. 

for his endeor for theſaluation : 
of hisfoule. Such aone was 4- 
chitophel, who (as the Scripture 
tearmes him) was as the very 0- 
racle of God for councell,being 
a mi of great wifedome & fore- 
calt inthe matters ofthec6mon 
wealth andin his ownepriuate 
worldly affaires: and yet for 
all this he had not ſo much as 
common ſenſe and reaſon, to 
conltder howe he might die the 
death 


2,Sam,17, 
23, 
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to life euerlaſting. And this fol. 
Iy the holy ghoſt hath notedin 
him. For the text ſaith,when he 
ſaw that his counſell was deſpj. 
ſed, heſadled his aſſe,and aroſe, 5 
went home into his cittie, and pat 
his houſhold in order, and went and 
hanged himſelfe . And the five 
fooliſh virgins contented them- 
ſelues with the blaſing lamps of 
a bare profeſſion, neuer ſeeking 

for the horne of laſtingoyleof 
true and lively faith, that might 

furniſh and trimme the lampe 

bothin life and death. But let vs 
in the feare of God.calt off this 

damnable folly, firſt of all ſce- 
king the kingdomeof Godand 
his righteouſneſle, and leading 


_-our lives in faith and obedience 


tharwe may die accordingly. 
And thus much of the firlt 
pointof doctrine, namely,that 
there 


 Theright way , 
death ofthe righteous, & come 
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thereisacerten way whereby a 
man may -diewell: nowT come 
co the ſecond, Whereas there- 
fore Salomon faith, that the day 
of death is better then the day 
of birth,we are furder taughtthat 
ſuch as taulybeleeue themſelues 
tobe thechildren of God, are 
not to feare death ouermuch. I 
ſay ouermuch ; becauſe they 
mult partly feare it, and partly 
not. Feare it they muſt for two 
cauſes:the firlt, becauſe death 
is che deſtruQis of humane na- 
turein a mans owne ſelfe& o- 
thers:and in this reſpe& Chriſt 
feared it without ſinne; and we 
muſtnot feareit otherwiſe then 
we featelicknes, and pouettic, 
and famine,with other ſorrows 
of body and minde,which God 
will not have vs to deſpiſe or 
lightly: to regard, but'to feele 
with ſome paine, becauſe they 
are 
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are corrections & puniſhments 
for finne. And he doth therfore 
lay vpon vs paines & torments, 
that they may befeared and eſ- 
chewed: and that by eſchewing 
them we might further learne '| 
to eſchewe bo cauſe of them, 
which is {in:and by experience 

in feeling of paine; acknow- 

ledge that God is aiudge and e- 
nemie of {inne, and is exceeding 

angrie with it. The ſecond cauſe 

of the feare of death, is the loſſe 
of the Church or Common- 
wealth, when we or others are 
depriucd of them which were 
indeedeor might haue beenean 
helpe,ſtay,& comfort to either 
of them, and whoſe death hath 
procured fome publike or pri- 

wate lolle, F 

Againe, we are not to feare 
death,Lut tobeglad of it, and 
that for many cauſes-Firlt of al, 

in 
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init we have occallion to ſhewe 
our ſubiefion and obedience 
which we owevnto God, when 
hecals vs ' out of thisworld, as 
Chriſt ſaid, Father not my will, 


, butthy will be done, Secondly,all 


ſinne isaboliſhed by acath, and 
we the cea ſe tooffend God any 
more as we haue done. Thirdly, 
the dead body is brought into 
a better condition then cuer it 
was in this life, for by death it is 
madeinſenlible, and by that 
meanes it is freed from all the 
miſeries and calamities of this 
life; & ir ceaſeth tobeeither an 
atiue or paſhue inſtrument of 
ſinne, whereas in thelife time it 
is both. . Fourthly, itgiues the 
ſoule pallage to reſt,life, and ce- 
leſtiall glorie, in which weeſhalf 
ſee Godas heis, perfetly know 
him, andpraiſe his name for e- 
ver, keeping without intermiſ- 

I lion 
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Gon aneternall (abboth, there. 
fore Parl ſaith, Idelireto bee 
dillolued and beewith Chriſt, 
for that #5 beſt of all,” Fiftly, God 
excquutes hisiudgements vpon 
the wicked, and purgeth his 
Church by death. Nowe inall 
theſe reſpets, godly men haue 
cauſenottofeare and ſorrowe, 
but. to reioyce in their owne 
deathand the death of others, 

+ Thirdly,if the day of death 
beſo excellet,yea a day of hap- 
pineſle, then itis lawfull tode- 


ire death, and men doenot al- 


waies {innc in wiſhing for death, 
Paulſaith, 1 deſire to be diſſolueds 
and againe, O miſerable man,who 
feall deliner. me from this boaie 
of death?Yet this deſiremuſtnot 
'beeſimple, but reſtrained with 
certen reſpe&s; which are theſe: 
. Firſt, death muſt bee deſired ſo 
farceforth avit.isa _ to 
T9 | ree 
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asTbeganſoTende, haue care 


| toliue well,and diewell, 


FINIS. 


; An addition , of things that came 


to my winde after- 
ward. 


He laſt combate with the 
divellin the pang of death, 
igoftentimes moſt dangerous 
of all. For then he will notvrge 
mento deſperation, knowing 


thatby this meanes he ſhall (tie 


them vpto reliſthm: but hee 
labours with them, that they 
would notrefiſt himwhen hee 
allaults them,andby this means 
hee endeauours to extinguiſh 
hope:and this thing is not done 
inany other tEptation in which 
faith or hope aloneare impug- 
ned, whereas in this they are 

| I 3 both 
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both impugned togither, This 
mult bethought vpon, for wh 
the diuelstemptationis, notto 
reliſt his temptation; it is molt 
deceitfullofall: andit is more 
eatie to ouercome the enemie 
that compels vs to tight, then 

him that ditlwades vs from ir. 
The temptation of /.1hn 
Knox intime of his death is 
worthrthe marking. Helay cn 
his death-bed{iler for the ſpace 
of foure houres, very often gi- 
uing grcat-lighes, ſobbes, and 
grones,ſo as the {taders by well 
perceiuedthat hee was troubled 
with ſomegricuous temptatis : 
and whenat length hee was rai- 
ſed in his bedde;they asked him 
howheedid, and what was the 
cauſe vf his much ſighing, to 
whom hee anſwered thus ; that 
in his life he had indured many 
combatesand conflitswith S4- 
C.1 17) | tau 
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freevs from the corruption of 
ournature; ſecondly, as itisa 
meanes to bring vsto theim- 

| mediate fellowſhip of Chriſt & 

| God himſelfe in heauen.Third- 

| 1y,death may beelawfully delt- 

red in reſpe& of thetroubles 8 
miſcries of this life,two caueats 
beeing obſerued : thefirſt,that 

this delire muſt not be immode- 

rate: the ſecond,it mult beeioy- 

ned with ſubmiſſion and ſubie- 

ion to, the good pleaſure of 
God.If either of theſe bee wan- 
ting,the delire is faulty;& there- 

fore /ob, and Teremie, and lonas 

failed herein, becauſe they deſi- 
reddeath beeing carried away 

with impatience. ” 

. Onthecontrarie alſo a man 

may delirea continuice of life. 
Ezechias, praied and deſired to Ia.ss 
live, when he heard the meſſage Je *3 Oe 
of preſent death,thathee might ** 
RS. 
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doe ſeruice to God, And Paul 
deliredto liue, inregard of the 
Philippians;that hee might fur- 
ther their faith, though inre. | 
gard of himſelfe to die was ad- 
uantage to him. | 
Laſtly, if death ioyned with 

reformatis of lifebe ſo blelled, | 
thenthe death of the vnbelee- 
uving and vnrepentant ſinner is 
euery way curſed & molt hor- 
rible.Reaſons are theſe: Firlt,it 
isthe deſtruction of nature,and 
the wages of their ſins. Second- 
ly, init there is no comfort of 
the ſpiritto be found, no miti- 
Saris of paine, & no good rhing 
at tnay counteruaile the miſe- 
ries thereof. Thirdly,thatwhich 
is the moſt fearefull thing of al, 
bodily death is the beginning 
of cternall death, deſperation, 
and infernall torment, without 
hope of deliverance, Therefore 
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tan, but that now moſt mightily 
the roaringlyon had atlaulted 
| him:often(faid he) before he ſee 
my linnes before mineeies, of- 
ten he vrged metodefperation, 
' often hee labouredto intangle 
me with the delights of the 
world, but beeing vanquiſhed 
by the ſword of the ſpirit,which 
is theword of God, hee could 
not preuaile, But now hee aſs 
faults me another way: for the 
wily ſerpent would perlwade 
me,thatT ſhatl merit eternal life 
for my fidelitie in my. miniſte« 
rie. Butbletſed bee God which 
brought to my minde ſuch. 
Scriptures, whereby EI might 
quench the fierydarts ofthe-de- 

vill, which were, hat haſt thow 
that thox haſt not recetued, and, 

By the grace of God, 1 am that [ 

am : and, Not 1, but the grace of 
Gedinme: and thusbeeing vans 

quiſhed 
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quiſhed he here nc 
Wherf*thou art tempted of Þ 
Satan8& ſees noway to eſcape, | 
euen plainly cleſe vp thine cies, | 
and anſwer-nothing, but com- | 
mend thy cauſeto God. Thisis || 
aprincipall point of Chriſtian 
wiſedome, which wee mult fol- | 
low inthe houre of death. 
Ifthy fleſh tremble,and feare | 
toenter intoan other life, and 
doubtof faluatis zit thou yeeld 


_ tothele __—_— hurteſt chy 


ſelfe: therefore cloſe thine eyes 
as before, & ſay with S. Stexen, 


Lord Teſus into thy hands I com- 


amend my ſpirit,and then certenly 
Chriſtwillcomevnto thee with 
all his Angels,and be theguider 
of thy WAY. Lather, BET 


